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Creating Workplaces in Harmony with the City
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Creating Workplaces in Harmony with the City
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Creating Workplaces in Harmony with the City

02 CEO Message
03 Feature 1: YKK AP 30 Building Through the COVID-19 pandemic, our values regarding the workplace have fundamentally shifted.

1 Special Talk Session: Envisioning the Future of Architecture and Community Development in Kurobe Today, the challenge lies not only in providing a space to work,

15 Feature 2 Toranomon Alcea Tower but in envisioning workplaces that resonate
with their communities and help lead urban development.

23 Creating the Future: What Makes a Building Smart? ) . . .
We strive to design spaces where people can experience a connection

27 Meets NIHON SEKKEI: Walking Tour from Ohori Park to Tenjin, Fukuoka to the land and nature through their physical experiences.
29 News This means engaging thoughtfully with the local environment
30 Awards and carefully weaving the unique scenery and atmosphere of each place into architecture.

Digital technology plays a crucial role in supporting this approach. By simulating the flow of wind,
the movement of light, and patterns of human activity from multiple perspectives,

architecture becomes more "natural" and more "human."

Moreover, technology is transforming the very nature of buildings themselves.

We are now entering an era of the "smart building," buildings that evolve by learning from data.

No Nihon Sekkei seeks to deeply understand the memories and environment of each region,

interpreting their essence with care and thoughtfully integrating them into the urban fabric.
1 %55 By fusing these insights with technology, we aim to carry them forward into the future.
Through the creation of "workplaces that live in harmony with the city,"

we hope to cultivate vibrant communities and foster enriched urban development together with you.
COVER STORY
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Toranomon Alcea Tower second-floor terrace.

A new urban place where light, wind,

and the textures of materials intertwine.

CEO Message :
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NIHON SEKKEI President, CEO Jun Shinozaki
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Nihon Sekkei has carefully studied the natural elements rooted
in this area, such as wind, light and water,

and translated them into spatial design.

Blending traditional wisdom and physical sensibilities

LT

with scientific validation through environmental simulations,
we have created architecture that fosters harmony

between people and nature. | i
Through this workplace, enveloped in greenery F o ;. _____',ﬁ - - o - S ey By Pl

and attuned to the subtle rhythms of nature, = e " . i i.--.-

we propose a new vision for the office.

Ty
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BRXPEEZRLEIENTES,
A "Workplace in the Forest," where the gentle movement of water, light, and breeze can be felt indoors.

A New Vision of the Otfice —Working in Harmony with Nature
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Architecture Inspired by the Nature of Kurobe
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A Design Process Shaped Through Layered Contemplation of the Natural Environment,

Seasonal Fluctuations, and Spatial Experience

ARDEE

BRAO—HMELTREEZN-5T(3
Shaping Architecture in Harmony With Nature

A New Headquarters
that Reflects YKK AP’s Philosophy

The project is located within YKK’s Kurobe
Site in Kurobe City, Toyama Prefecture. Sited
between the Tateyama Mountain Range and
Toyama Bay, at the edge of the Kurobe River
alluvial fan, the site is blessed with a rich
natural environment.

We focused on the site’s unique natural
conditions, such as water emerging from
underground streams near the edge of the
alluvial fan and the local "Ai-no-Kaze" wind
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YKK AP 30 Building

BEH EFRICHKIF T

REAATL AN

BILOREAK

and envisioned architecture integrated into
the natural cycle.

While careful analyzing the behavior of wind
and light, we also paid attention to the
physical sensibilities of those working in the
space.Movingback and forth between human
perception and the rhythms of nature, the
form of the space gradually came into being.
The site of YKK AP 30 Building lies within
a public area created through a long-term

phased redevelopment of the factory
grounds. in response to this vision, we
proposed a "Workplace in the Forest":

BRENTRLEESR S

REODOEORTEHCTI—ITLIR

AWorkplace Amidst the Shifting Rhythms of Nature

a grove open to the community, with
workspaces quietly placed within it.
Inspired by the traditional wisdom of
"Kainyo", a homestead grove deeply rooted
in Kurobe’'s way of life, the building is
surrounded by a ring of trees that welcomes
seasonal breezes, tempers harsh winds, and
invites fresh air from all directions.

This building, designed to support staffs
well-being and to harmonize with both
the local community and the surrounding
environment, serves as the symbolic core

of YKK AP’s new headquarters.

YKKDZEREZEO—AIIET 2YKK AP30E /L (PRFHD), LILEIEEZOERENLRRIITED,
YKK AP 30 Building, seen in the center of foreground, is part of YKK’s Kurobe Facility and sits on a green alluvial fan

with a view of the Tateyama Mountain Range.
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A Spatial Composition That Draws Wisdom From Nature and Tradition

- [ YKK AP30EL ]
. BEE Client: YKK AP
EM® Major Use: EER  Office

FR7EHE Location:

BIRELH  Kurobe City, Toyama

T Completion:

20244108 Oct. 2024

FEPREE Total Floor Area:

6,932m?

& - BE# Structure / Floors:

S, RC/3F
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AWorkplace Guided by Wind and Light
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YKK AP 30 Building
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1. A stable daylight environment is achieved
through perimeter windows and
upper clerestory windows.

2. Staffs can choose where to work,
enhancing both health
and intellectual productivity.

3. The second-floor work area
offers a sweeping panoramic views
through windows on all sides.

SIS

An Open Spatial Design
that Embraces the Subtle Shifts
of the Environment

The COVID-19 pandemic brought significant
changes to how we work. While remote
work has promoted greater efficiency, it has
also expanded where we can work, such
as working from home, while nurturing
sensitivity to environmental variations, like
subtle shifts in temperature and light. At the
same time, we've come to rediscover the

value of being together in a shared, physical
space. From a business continuity planning
(BCP) perspective, there’s also been a
growing push to decentralize operations
beyond Tokyo. In regional areas, there is
growing demand for workplaces that offer a
different kind of appeal from those in cities.
We believe that tuning into natural elements,
such as wind, light, and warmth, not
only enhances the workplace, but also
contributes to the overall well-being of
its users. This belief led us to revisit the
question: what makes a workspace truly
comfortable? We aimed to create a flexible
spatial composition that embraces the
shifting light and air throughout the day,
allowing staffs to choose where to be based
on their mood or task.

This concept is embodied on the
second-floor, where the workspace is
designed in harmony with nature. It consists
of four staggered units arranged around a
central cross-shaped atrium. Openings on
all four sides of the building draw daylight
and natural breezes deep into the interior.
The central atrium encourages spontaneous
encounters between people, while the areas
near the windows, where the gentle motion
of water can be seen, are well-suited to
focused, individual work. The shifting quality
of sunlight by orientation and the changing
nature of the wind throughout the day
introduce subtle environmental variations
that enhance both intellectual productivity
and bodily awareness.

This all-around open spatial layout connects
the gaze to Kurobe’s natural features, including
the Tateyama Mountain Range and Toyama
Bay, offering a distinctive sense of openness
that can only be experienced in Kurobe.

+FZEBORNE,
ADIZHEIINIZT =TT LARD
DB DEN B,

A stable daylight environment is achieved

through perimeter glazing and upper clerestory windows.
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Integrated Design of Diverse Elements
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BAEHEKRDBHAHBI-HORDTI—IT LR,
The Workplace Nestled in a Grove, Enriched by the Blessings of Wind, Light, and Water

"BULDEDRVIEEORD T
The airflow pattern during the Ainokaze wind.
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Balance-way windows (natural ventilation windows)
on the third-floor guide light and breeze into the space.

Architecture Linking Technology,
Design, and Nature

This architecture is supported by an integrated
design approach that brings together
expertise across multiple fields, including
architectural design, structural engineering,
building systems, and environmental planning.
The structure may appear simple at first
glance, but it is actually a carefully composed
system of multiple elements designed to
reconcile the site’s natural conditions with

spatial functionality. Structural unity is
achieved by connecting the cores of four
individual units via bridges. The first-floor,
designed to withstand snow loads and
ensure water resistance, is constructed with
reinforced concrete. The second and third
floors use steel framing: bracing within the
near-cross-shaped internal cores ensures
rigidity, while slender perimeter columns
provide an open interior with panoramic
views in all directions.

Integrated into this structural framework is an
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YKK AP 30 Building

environmental design that works in harmony
with the local natural environment. Spring
water that flows naturally on site maintains
a stable temperature of approximately 12°C
throughout the year and is used efficiently as
a heat source for both cooling and heating.
In cooling mode, it is first used for handling
outdoor air load and as the heat source for
radiant cooling, then for chilled water in indoor
air conditioning, and finally for replenishing
water features and irrigation, a comprehensive
"cascade utilization" system. This system
draws groundwater and returns it to nature,
achieving both energy efficiency and the
creation of a water-rich landscape. Through
this water cycle, the design also aspires to
gently connect with the local ecosystem.

The exterior features a symbolic "'multi-screen
window", true to the identity of a company
that "thinks about windows." By combining
deep eaves, roll screens, and insect
screens, the design simultaneously provides
shading, ventilation, and scenic views. A
weather sensor indicates the ideal timing
for natural ventilation by changing the color
of a sign, while the air-conditioning system
automatically adjusts in coordination with
window openings, achieving both comfort and
energy efficiency. The YKK AP 30 Building has
been certified as a Net Zero Energy Building
(ZEB), achieving more than a 50% reduction
in primary energy consumption for the entire
building, , with the remaining energy supplied
d by solar power generation. Beyond simply
meeting energy-saving targets, this project
embodies "architecture that connects people
with nature" through passive design strategies
tailored to the local climate of Kurobe.

Figure
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A Form Born From the Layering of Structure, Environment, and Space
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Envisioning the Future of Architecture and
Community Development in Kurobe

SRIERE:

Date 2025.06.16 Mon

REICECERELZEONDREKDD =D
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ZORBEONHE LT RECEBRIFIDAY R —y—%ES5
TYKK AP30E L (WU, 30EL) 5 BB EIFEERI-TOWN..
BEEBEE NI TII O BEOBRENRRELTVET,
SEL.INSOEEICEDL IR B LYKKT LT DREHREHNEL,
BREORFEEHXKDOEEEZEHIZLE LT,
ARLRTIFELELIEVBEZDCHOINENSRATE DI,
HBITZEICRZAVWTRBE OLAY— ZDOWODETBNLET,

The YKK Group, comprising YKK, known for fastening products, and YKK AR
specializing in building materials, is based in Kurobe City, Toyama Prefecture.

Embodying the spirit of monozukuri (craftsmanship), the two companies have long been committed
not only to creating productive workplaces, but also to providing comfortable living environments
for employees and their families. This vision has taken shape in various forms across the city,
including the YKK AP 30 Building,
which serves as a headquarters for manufacturing and administrative operations; "I-TOWN,"

a dormitory for single employee; and "PASSIVE TOWN®", a rental housing complex.

Designers and YKK Group representatives gathered to tour the buildings and share a roundtable discussion.

As they explored the different facilities, each differing in both function and year of completion,
a shared yet invisible layer of philosophy emerged.
This article offers a glimpse into some of those underlying ideas.

Members

1. 77K Z2ER Hiroaki Shimizu

YKKFEhEE IR R
President, YKK Real Estate

2. $B 32k Fumio Niizeki

YKK AP EEARER 557 RNAH—
Technical Advisor, Manufacturing, YKK AP

3. &% A1 Miwa Mori

F—T—FT 0 VRKRIHER.

— B EEA Y S TN RS SR RIEBE,
"INy> 79700, B3R ERE .

CEO of KEY ARCHITECTS, Representative Director
of the Passive House Japan Association.

Designed PASSIVE TOWN® Block No.3.

4. f&IfF 52 Jun Shinozaki

BARE ARDERLR
President and CEQ, Nihon Sekkei

5. # £ {SRER Shinjiro Inoue

BARG BEREEE F—7-T—FT7b
Senior Director, Architecture, Nihon Sekkei

6. TN B% Masayoshi Takeuchi

B AL H IR,

IHRLF—EH T ARIIER,

— RN S TNIRS vV BE,
"I-TOWN, % & 3t.

Co-Representative of MIKAN,

CEO of ENERGY MACHIZUKURI-SHA,

and Director of the Passive House Japan Association.
Designed the project "I-TOWN".

E,"ﬁm More Information :
; EHKRORTF L BARRGT AR YouTube F RV TEBREEZFELTLET,
Em. A video of the Talk Session will be available on Nihon Sekkei’s official YouTube channel in the coming weeks.
page
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BRRLELIEHEAORELERIED
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BEIE. ZABBLHIELEIKYDRRIEE

FIWXTIIEAFD 2L HELT.
Two existing buildings were renovated
in Block No.3.

Creating a Community with the
People of Kurobe

As part of a plan to relocate part of its
headquarters from Tokyo to Kurobe City
in Toyama Prefecture, the YKK Group
began redeveloping its company housing to
provide high-quality living environments for
transferred employees. Following the 2011
Great East Japan Earthquake, this initiative
expanded into a broader effort to tackle
energy issues through low-energy housing
based on passive design principles. At the
heart of our work is the desire to "Build

Kurobe together with the people of Kurobe,"

says Mr. Niizeki, reflecting YKK’s philosophy

BB ET, BEICHI-TUE, EEVCHEIGAR
EDETFER O L ERFICEDOSNE LT,
ZD—2H, BEORAPHTKEL-T-BR
IRLF—%EDLIcEB I Ny TS
8T,

HRERP’EYLICEIHEXTIE E£I0FDH
ExBGERIICRE TRARRELIRE
ICBZBIET, IIZBILRBIZITDIHZFRT
373K EDLRBZBITHEMIILIZD >
Todo WA ZMBH- L ZFEREF T 54
BOOAZI 22574 AR—APEHGHEEZ B

FERRLCHIRE DR AEARET DI 12T 1 AR—2R,
A community space aimed at encouraging interaction
among residents and fostering ties with the local community.

of community development. As employees
relocated, efforts to establish the necessary
living infrastructure, including housing and
workplaces, progressed simultaneously. One
notable result of these efforts is "PASSIVE
TOWN?®," a community development project
that makes use of Kurobe’s natural energy
sources, such as wind and groundwater.

In Block No.3, led by Ms. Mori, a 30-year-old
company dormitory was renovated into
housing for single occupants. 'l wanted it to
be more than just a place to sleep, | wanted
it to be a place where people could spend
meaningful time," she says. To encourage
everyday interaction, the design includes a
shared kitchen with biomass-fueled cooking

@ Ny2 797900 EIHR

PASSIVE TOWN® Block No.3

DR Fb, Rz EEIn—2, "B
BARELTEHS>TWS ACHI D EEN T
BEVSICHEVWAEEINS BB LT
EEAMLET,
ANEANEDBRIZDUEH BT RIFI-TOWNIC
HREONET, KBBOBEDZV VI TER
BEDRVNICTAREBRED S, F—LELE
WEE&E LI Z5LDOREDHIC, £5TH
DRI LIBRE/EENNUT ETRE,
BREZRBEINEDERMEEER (. DA
HANCTVVERIZE>TLET,

ENRRNLA BN TI T8,
PASSIVE TOWN" is surrounded by lush
greenery.

appliances, as well as benches beside the
bicycle parking area, both intended to promote
casual exchange. "l imagined a moment when
someone might stop to help another person
having trouble with their bike,"she adds.

This spirit of casual connection can also be
found in I-TOWN, Mr. Takeuchi explains, "The
lounge next to the public bath is a place where
people can chat, play games, and enjoy ice
cream after a bath. | hope these moments feel
like casually bumping into someone in town.
"The roofed wooden corridor connecting the
buildings is also designed to be welcoming to
local residents. At YKK AP 30 Building, which
also serves as part of YKK AP’s headquarters,
Mr. Inoue says, "Our theme is ‘a forest,

20178 R T8k 7 ) — MED R HEmIFIEEEZ XTIV ALL,
WIRARIEZITIETREMITOEEESEEEBEL

L EADINRY BB T2 IC&Y  SEI0FEDRYICRANRMREL 52/,
EEFEEELTRYDINY S TNIZRBIERULEED for Homes 75+ R AA THH TS,
Completed in 2017, this project transformed a 30-year-old

reinforced concrete dormitory for families into rental housing for singles.

The building was stripped to its skeleton and upgraded with exterior insulation,

creating a modern thermal environment.

It was the first multi-family housing in Japan to earn

both the German Passive House certification and LEED for Homes Platinum.
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FIFERBALET,

I-TOWNDEIERI$#ED AL FIFATE S,
I-TOWN’s corridor is accessible
to the local community.

creating an environment that is open not only
to employees but also to the local community."

In Harmony With Nature's Principles,
Responding Through Technology

A common theme across the architectural
projects in Kurobe is the thoughtful
integration of buildings with nature and the
local community.

At YKK AP 30 Building, for example, various
design strategies were employed to
harness Kurobe’s abundant water resources
and reinterpret traditional architectural
wisdom in a contemporary form. "We
aimed to create an office that promotes
both environmental sustainability and

page
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ERFEWBLTRATELDOIG, BELH
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WO GHEEREOMNE
FEARBEIMRTSS
IR EAELILTR
MOBAZBREESZ
ETHIRBEEADOM

NAARRRAZ—TESREF V7,
Wood chips for biomass boiler.

human well-being by embracing the cyclical
blessings of Kurobe," says Mr. Inoue.

In I-TOWN, a biomass boiler fueled by
locally sourced timber has been used to
supply hot water for the large communal
bath. "It's more than just renewable energy
technology, it represents a vision that links
the community to the future," explains Mr.
Shinozaki. Mr. Takeuchi adds, “With this
successful example, it's easier to expand
heat supply systems in Kurobe."

Although nearly forgotten over time,
traditional wisdom gained from living
in harmony with the local climate and
environment, such as windbreak forests and
homestead groves, was recognized by the
speakers as essential to contemporary design.

BYEEYOBIZIEFEE D) BRIET— 7 — FTITERTERRMMBEB LTS,
Phase 1 was completed in 2023, followed by Phase 2 in 2024.

Designed as a dormitory for single YKK Group employee,

the project features wooden structures and rooftop solar panels.

Courtyards between buildings and arcade walkways create a spacious,

open environment connecting the units.

FHRREONIRBE5F T+ REBHE LT
(F#1L)

7o, '-TOWNTIE IR E AR ZZRA L
NAFRZARAT—% BN, KBEDREZEH
RELTERLTLWET, "BAZBEIRIL
FoRMIcEEESHL, HITERRIZDN
NBEN DD, LB, MTRRIETERTEAN
HBET BB TORERORBAN LT
{725, 8EVET,

FEMCEBMRE, BLemEEG>TES:
EFOME, zhnld—Esnonhiifiy
NENYITTFHAVEREOTHBIZER

BEPKBEHAD LYY=V

(EnE).

Center house with dining hall and

communal bath (left).

They agreed that effectively practicing passive
design requires studying such wisdom
through scientific and engineering methods.
"Rather than relying only on intuition, we
conduct simulations to verify our sense. This
helps align intuition with results of simulation
and calibrate our sense (of design), " says Ms.
Mori. "Through that process, intuition and data
begin to align, and intuition itself becomes
more calibrated."

Mr. Shinozaki also reflects, "Our approach
began with the idea of testing local wisdom,
such as understanding the rhythms of nature,
through scientific and engineering analysis."

By grounding intuition in scientific inquiry,
this approach enhances both the precision
and the reliability of architectural design.

ZIClE. RRANGRINCTEMITEIENEE
THHEVLWSHBERENVEEBE/BILHY X
L7z TERETEMN IS RBIITIERSIEE.
SDOHRIZET. ¥Tal—>arvTAELTY
Eh€2, zOTOLREBEL T BELH
EBASAHFY, REIGHEIATOOER
Ko BlES. TCOMIBICIZTS WS HELH
5, LW TBRDESRE, HATIFEMIC
BEELTAHLS, EWSETADBIRE ST L
R £d, REICES2IT TR BE
NERRHDOZDELEZEEHS, 2D
BEOBELEEEEXZZDTT,

HIKE ADMERHNC72B e % BHE L7230 L,
YKK AP 30 Building, designed for the well-being of
both the planet and people.

From Personal Experience
to Societal Impact

Landscapes that evoke the richness of
nature and spaces that offer comfort hold
value that cannot be measured by
economic efficiency alone.

Mr. Shimizu states, 'Presenting an
energy-efficient and comfortable lifestyle
rooted in this place is also a way of giving
back to Kurobe."

Some of the PASSIVE TOWN" residences
were intentionally opened as rental housing
for the general public, with the hope that
more people could experience this way of
living. "I hope that by experiencing it for
themselves, more people will come

@ YKK AP30EIL

RO LA

EPBERERLEI YRR 7R RiE%
RE . BRESBMEL TN A W EE
EWMHTOET, EKKIETZOBAICIRE
LAaAs, BIXTRERESLERRTS
EIFEBANDBRLTHH BN ET,
Ny Ty OERO—EE—KREITO
BEEEBELLIDOL. TWANBHRAITEEL
THEHVLELS B S, TEREEL
T EBADIRLX—%2EHNT Ny T"E
WS EEA R ICIEANIE ERKEISH

to appreciate the value
of ‘passive’ design,
harnessing natural
energy, and that this
idea will gradually
spread more widely
throughout society,"
he adds.

During the tour, the
speakers were seen relaxing, sitting on
benches in I-TOWN or gazing out at the
Tateyama Range from the veranda of YKK
AP 30 Building, enjoying the natural
surroundings. "Sensing that a building is
supported by nature’s rhythms is
something rarely experienced in urban life.
This sense of harmony offers unique value

HFEADET,

RBEXRTIE F-TOWNDRFIZEMITTZY.
ELDRZVTHLIUINEIERLATY
EBEERLSPERERBRLABASECHE
PNEONE LI "BYHPBEARADYILIZRZ
SNTVBREREIL EOTIIBE L, ZOffi
I A RO TIEORFHMBEHIYICD
BH8% ) (TEW) o

BLIZFYVRL ADRREERIfTEDTICHIC
LI-EMOELER, ZOHYHIE. Zhh oD
Fim AR £ 5N, BLICRELIE
FHEZDETOFHIMIITH>TWELT,

2EMBLIT ORIV T TUIEIEZ LT,
View of the Tateyama Mountain Range
from the second-floor office balcony.

for fostering sustainable community
development in regional settings," says Mr.
Shinozaki.

Kurobe’s architecture, shaped by the
local climate, human sensibility, and
technological innovation, provides valuable
insights for future sustainable development
and climate-responsive design.

thin k_: magazine




1355135 NOHIN

A1D 8yl yum AuowieH ui saeoejdyiop) Buneald

&2

HHOEREDHREEL
NEEZRAAD

E/ P77y 77—

HHDRT—INeFKLEEH O ADPBLICEIEEESEHA.
RANICERAEZEHEDRIEZEBRLITAY LI MTT,
HOD T ATE HETERHTORAZEBNISHYATIET,
THMEDDLEVETE (BN, THHIRELLI BE%E
ZEREELTHRIRLTWET,

HHEOBREE2EN LTy F BATIAREIZICMA,
ERICLSETEREBZLBHNICKE,

EHICTEIGT . & TR RAAATIETE T,

The Project aims to create open and diverse spaces that,
while possessing the scale of a city,

also offer comfortable places where people can feel at ease.
By intricately weaving multi-layered margins into the city,
spaces that are accessible and welcoming to everyone,

the project spatially embodies the idea that "cities are shaped
collectively and meant to be shared."

Taking advantage of the site's elevation differences,

the design incorporates decks, outdoor terraces, and plazas,
along with a variety of interior spaces arranged on multiple levels.
The plan weaves together places for people to dwell,

creating a cityscape rich in circulation.

285 Y BBBORMIFITII IR T IR, MRS CEINLSREBERZEARL TS, O 2
Second-floor Lounge Lounges and terraces arranged
inside and outside the lower floorscreate diverse places to stay.

Feature :

Reconnecting Urban Landscapes and Weaving Public Openness

Toranomon Alcea Tower
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Toranomon Alcea Tower
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Reorganizing the Urban Structure into an Integrated Hub
for Medical, Business, and Public Life

RIZHTITVET, DHRE,S, ZOkE%
HCREZ B SIEE EAINE LT, K5
B3, WO REZ TS5 2 LD KATIR
IZHhY), Bt e —EICBET DO TIEIR
(RENICEYMZEHRTE2HDTY, 22
THBIE CORBZENIL BIR-FR
WR-BREREVWIIDDRNARET 2EHR
W EFHABE LS, ZNZTNOBY ICEH
LTLEBEDMEEL. snhozivmellc
RAZELEBIROPIZARDEBIZFANRE
THEMERIETAIEEBIELELIS

o  BREATEENITERATSKE
i 35 :RER (Emergency Room) , @ 12 &£

ZBLTURREY T — D — R TERERE
EHREBETIEEEZER, y7—ELIZIEH
KANVR—b2RE. KEFKIZIZEESIC
ERWIZEE, NT-Y0BIl. RERHE
EIFB2RILIEPOE— R ENEHR 240
K EORZE LTHELET, S56101F
HFRAICEEEST, BT IERTEER
/97— (BJTEL) DB EDHC (3355
BE)LFER KERHEHICRIRLF—
DRBE%ETHIATLEBEL, KERKDE
YHEOBRILEBHEEDSEMICHEML
TWET, 7o, BESICERNAZEI R
EXETIHEREHZRLTVLET,

HHOREBRNELRS,

Hri Aok R

A New Urban Node Where Greenery
and Circulation Intersect

Figure

Figure
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Area Context Map: The District as a Node for Urban Reconnection
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Linking Multi-Layered Urban Functions

Located in the Toranomon 2-chome district,
the Toranomon Alcea Tower is part of a
redevelopment project that reorganized the
urban framework while preserving the functions
of a major advanced hospital in central Tokyo.
Nihon Sekkei has been involved since the initial
master planning phase in 2011, contributing
through the rebuilding of Toranomon hospital
and continuing until the completion of the Alcea
Tower. (as introduced in issue No.07 pp.11-14).
Situated midway between Toranomon and
Tameike-sanno stations, the site forms the
midpoint of the Akasaka-Toranomon Green
Corridor, which was envisioned from the start as
a key pedestrian link between the two stations.
With uninterrupted hospital operations as a
requirement, the redevelopment was carried
out in phases.

Leveraging the site's complex topography

TASIIMIILTAY  EFETINRM—V EARRETOMY A
Project Timeline: Key Milestones and NIHON SEKKEI's Initiatives
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where three slopes (Enokizaka,Shiomizaka, and

Reinanzaka) intersect, we strategically placed
plazas along each street. These plazas serve as
gateways to circulation routes that traverse both
indoor and outdoor spaces, dotted with places
for people to stay. This multi-layered circulation
not only overcomes urban fragmentation but
also enhances walkability throughout the area.
We also proposed an "Expandable ER" concept
that enables the hospital and adjacent office
tower to function integrally in emergencies. The
office tower rooftop is equipped with a disaster
heliport. In case of emergency, evacuees will be
directed to the South Plaza for triage. The entire
district, including the Ring Road No. 2 Plaza and
the lobby, will serve as a core disaster response
base for those unable to return home. The block
links with the neighboring Sumitomo Realty &
Development Tower via a thermal energy
exchange system, enhancing disaster resilience
and upgrading urban infrastructure. The lower
floors include facilities that support international
business activities.

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 20256 2026 2027 2028 2029
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©2014/7 THHEBREEEOBITR
%ﬁi‘l‘ ©2015/2 HefIZss @R
E
-E 2009/10 ~ 2013/12 2014/1 ~ 2015/9 2020/7 ~ 2025/6
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2020/2 ~ 2025/7
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& 2019/7
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Figure
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Toranomon Alcea Tower

@ 2EHITET vF

Second-floor Pedestrian Deck

ROPIFRBRICEHRE L AFRAICIIARIR A > 5—> T AR
(BLERAE) £ TEMTFE.

Connecting to Toranomon Hospital, and

will eventually connect to Akasaka Intercity AIR
(Tameike-Sanno Station direction).
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"Places to Stay" and "Connections" Layered at an Urban Node
Axonometric View from First to Second Floor
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Creating a Serene Urban Lounge

@ 2fERE—
Second-floor Lobby

HEBDIREDTD N TeH D,
HHORDEN R TRALE LTHERET 2,
A quiet urban "margin" connecting with

surrounding greenery.

@ 2T IR

Second-floor Terrace

HITET v EDS—B T,
RIZBENDEDIRT IRZEM,
Tranquil terrace nestled in greenery,
one level below the pedestrian deck.
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Layers of Terrain and Material —
The Quiet Structure of the City

Over the past decade, the Toranomon-
Akasaka area has undergone a remarkable
transformation, with a growing concentration
of diverse urban functions. But density alone
does not breathe life into a city. We believe
that what truly defines a mature city is the
presence of diverse, textured spaces dispersed
throughout the urban fabric, places where
people can choose where to be, depending on
their mood or sense of the moment. To realize
this, architecture must go beyond stand-alone
forms. Buildings must be embedded within
a continuous landscape, connecting points,
drawing lines, and eventually expanding into
broader urban layers. This requires an area
design perspective.

For over a quarter of a century, we have
worked on projects such as Toranomon Hills

s . .
S YL _..-“.

BIEY |

GERE2sR | F

g
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Mori Tower, which served as a starting point
for a new urban infrastructure and pedestrian
network that integrated architecture and
civil engineering, and Akasaka Intercity AIR,
which created immersive green spaces and
established seamless connections to the
surrounding landscape. Through this project,
we explored how we could carry forward and
expand the continuity established by these
earlier developments.

We asked ourselves what kind of spatial
character should emerge at this intersection
of vibrant, high-density development and the
green continuity of the Akasaka-Toranomon
Green Corridor? We focused on the unique
characteristics of this site, its terrain shaped by
three intersecting slopes, producing a grade
change equivalent to one floor of a building, and
its historical setting once covered in waterside
vegetation along the outer moat. From these
insight, we envisioned the ground-level space

@ 2BEA742AE—
Second-floor Office Lobby

BITZDOHHAC—ZEHDEITHE M.
ZDRDONERIIZIRBRIZ DD BIRDE IR
Deep lobby leading to a gathering space and
green route to the hospital.

@ 1BIFSZ2AE—

First-floor Entrance Lobby

A 74 ROE—(ID%RH B3IBREIRIFOZEM,
A three-story atrium space
connected to the office lobby.

@ 2 S & S 1

First-floor Entrance Hall
RIEYICHY 28T 0LS,
An urban plaza facing Loop Road No. 2.

BH(321HZR Refer to p.21 for photo.

as a serene urban lounge.

We designed natural circulation routes that
connect both the first floor, which faces Loop
Road No. 2 and the second-floor pedestrian
deck along the Akasaka-Toranomon Green
Corridor. These connections form a vertical
spatial sequence that encourages gentle shifts
in movement and perspective. Within this
space, we quietly overlaid materials of varied
texture, lush vegetation, the earthen tones of
natural stone and terracotta, and the muted
reflections of metals and glass.

These layered elements, like rising strata
of earth, form the base of the architecture.
Reflective surfaces gently catch the shimmer
of light and the movement of air, bringing depth
and subtle dimensionality. From this interplay,
a quiet presence unique to this site emerges,
where city, history, and nature intersect. It
creates an open yet tranquil atmosphere that
warmly welcomes all who enter.
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Toranomon Alcea Tower

Design Direction
to Enhance Spatial Quality

From the detailed design stage of the
Toranomon Alcea Tower, we provided
integrated design direction across all

disciplines, architecture, structure, MEP,

landscape, and interior design.

This redevelopment project involves
multiple stakeholders, including the Urban
Renaissance Agency as the developer and
NIPPON STEEL KOWA REAL ESTATE and
Taisei Corporation as reserved floor area
right holders. In long-term projects involving
numerous parties, it is crucial not only to
align technical requirements, but also to
build consensus around a shared vision and
the quality of the spatial experience through
continuous dialogue. During the detailed
design and construction phases, constraints
related to schedule, cost, and buildability

inevitably arise. Even under such conditions,

we believe that faithfully realizing the design
intent, cultivated since the conceptual
design phase, requires engagement, guided
by a coherent design vision that consistently
informs every aspect of the project.

In addition to our role of project direction (as
introduced in issue No.02, pp.19-22), we unified
elements from the urban-scale composition
to the spatial proportions of interior and

TERETIH. TH-OXMEIHELST
BHABICHEWNET, ZOHRTH, WHHE
BhoEs EIF-THI v 0BRRIEZZEEL
TERNBIERCELELATT®ICIE BE
2B BRI ERSTEEARARS
ERABIFEATLET,

b, 7OV b FaL o av (R
025 19-22EICTHBM) LS &ENCM
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BORTr—LE, RMOBEAEDE, XD
BRETZOEODDEEEERELTRRA
T IEERAFIC, ZNoERRTE2—2
—DDTAT—LDEZADOBELTHE
HAH, BEOEFH VTR E L BENIZE
KLUELT

TIF7ORSIZEINKTIT1ET1DERY)

OLIZERIE BEDEBEIZEELSRL,
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T WIHEELICERDLB YT vEE B
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RAIAVHELEE L BERDETZ
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RICE»ZE5Z, BHOMEANEBTTLKE
FIHIFEZITVET,

BTORREOLERKZAETS

Connecting Urban Landscapes, Creating the Future

exterior spaces, the material combinations,

and the quality of light-integrating them into
a single, immersive "spatial experience." At
the same time, we engaged deeply with the
design details and construction techniques
needed to realize this vision, with a rigorous
focus on achieving a high level of spatial
refinement.

Layers of Activity Woven
into the Local Urban Landscape

These spaces form the foundation not just for
individual buildings, but for encouraging
human behavior and fostering new activities
that can take root and become part of the
daily scene. The plazas and decks, created in
collaboration with the local community, serve
as "urban margins" that support everyday use
and informal gatherings while also functioning
as multi-functional spaces for evacuation and
triage during emergencies.

At Akasaka Intercity AIR, community initiatives,
such as distributing pruned branches and
holding local markets, have already been
implemented in collaboration with Minato
City's area management system. We
believe that as these activities build on one
another and spread over time, they will
enrich the urban fabric and nurture long-term
urban value.

[EB/F7NE757— ]

FEHE - TOSTIRIRIAV R
Client / Project Management:
M EEEHE  Urban Renaissance Agency
FR% Major Use: ST, fE&Ht

Offices, Retail, and others
FfEH#E Location: ERREHBX  Minato-ku, Tokyo
#T Completion: 2025%2F Feb. 2025
FELREHE Total Floor Area:  180,611.15n1
HE-BE% Structure / Floors: S, SRC, RC / 38F 2BF

E EAE: AR

ZEHPTERET AR EE
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Smart Buildings: What Exactly Are They?

AR—hEIILEF?

BYHBELZEN, 2Lh ) &L 5—

Buildings that learn, connect, and evolve—

Smart buildings are the next generation of architecture, growing alongside people and the city.

AREHEEBICHRT 5 RERDEYTY,
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ssues BRI IZBITAEILDEL How Buildings Have Evolved in the Information Age BRI EDELREE i [ T A
Year Q M
\ A J Z
( Y ) \ A
ATV ELDES BAE The Rise of Intelligent Buildings ' ) "
=4 VR e '+ Mobile Phone PC Mobility Robot
2 '
[ OAlLDERBEN—FIxz T DEEREL ] D Z fic [ Progress in Office Automation and Computing Hardware ] '
27 fE -
o EYANIZKERZA NIV E21—S%RE En ﬁ & ® | arge mainframe computers were installed within buildings Il : ﬂ
o LAN-PBX*- FLEAH AL DBIERBEHD mw < ® Communication systems such as LANs, PBX*, ——— .
E = i o and video conferencing were integrated \%{15953;{{ !
® OA7O7 DBAIEL % ® Raised access floors became a typical feature in office design - .
tRIRCAMRE BT 2BERIRIAT L *Private Branch Exchange. A telephone system that manages internal and external calls ! 1984
' 1987 Applen
1 > < : AR "Macintosh
990 ! HEBE 128K,
' H—E2h ERF
5AS(¢%%$E'E§’J%U&H>X?A)@%& The Spread of BAS (Building Automation Systems) E BEs
[ EEEROMELEREERA EADER ] E—EE [ Demand for More Efficient and E 1995
L . ' Mi At A\V4 S
o ZZH BB L 2T A ABIET S #9 Safer Facility Operations | : 1999 "Windows 95, 1999
BASOE ALK (=8 ® BAS enabled integrated control of HVAC, lighting, fire safety, : HEBET PP L &
® BIRT LAy NI — S TEREN, REMA AL f_ and security systems o AT ELELL:
\ © HEIET OS5 MEA S, - ® Centralized n'?omtormg beéame p(?55|b\e via networked systems : AIREIC I‘/f_?ff%x‘/b
1998 AT REWIE ® Control functions became increasingly software-driven ' Oy b2
N 4 ' Jg
2 O O O f h ; 2000
' EEEEA
. . N Atz . b
MS(U"I*”’**EE‘/ZT” @L& AEF The Spread of BEMS (Building Energy Management Systems) ' D;’%ﬁfig
. w - FA | : =
[I»‘fél«#—:lzb'-él*’\ﬂ)ﬁﬁlb\@ﬁi')/ s % [ Rising Concern Over Energy Costs ' SR 2
HERRER{L A~ DX ] W g % and Global Warming ] ' QZ?;ZJ
5 . = —_— i ' e+
® - R - TRLF—EREOTE=5)> T B 4 Ay} ® Monitoring and control of HVAC, ' ‘-phﬁﬂggﬁ REROARY b
® H I L DB T REIIECE— 2y MRS i El and lighting and overall energy uset : 24
o THLF—EORELATEM 12 %"\ ® Energy-saving and peak-cut control enabled for individual systems E
2007 Beyond GDP N ® The primary goal was to improve energy efficiency v . Z?—%?y?gi{;;&"i’@ﬁ&
\ y 1201053 '
s <N EvITr—49D '
2010 menEr |
' 2012~ Av4
loTIZ&B A —MMEDINE The Acceleration of Smart Building Technology through loT S ., 2016 2
2011 HEAKES FlRE : = e 0Ky
[ oY —IFIF-ENALKRMDER/BEHRE ] & & ? [ Advances in Sensors, Cloud Systems, Mobile Devices, u ' &iﬁﬁ;fﬁA)ﬁ‘ RGERMA
2015 SDGs . 4 N ' el
o BUS L S REL, 7 - SRE HREEHL R and Work Styls Reforms ] 2016 ; EREE
— s s [ B A o A T AT A — (53 ® Sensors installed throughout buildings enabled Society 5.0% ' i
2018 MEHHE ® /o RRATERER - S AIEIC % < automated data collection and analysis W7 R IE ' —
2019 COVID-19 ® RIAPEREZANDBEIHLT _— 7 ® Remote monitoring and control became possible via cloud systems ! ég’;?{‘;
BT 577 717 HIHEEA NAv—hengs / < ® Lighting and HVAC systems were actively controlled . MaaS®
m in response to human movement ! EEEBA
N\ ' ITEYS
N PARY 4 '
- ’ﬁ\ N A ! 2020~ 2020 7
2020 -l NIE N
A N . . - . JYIFF V| r—EzREs —SzhnE R
Al-€y o T—95ERICES 00D Al and Big Data Make Smart Building as a Reality Tam ; - - LAL3 ERORY 0
2020 BRREES AX—hEILDEREA ooo : <§1¢@§§;§§ﬁ) R
[ Decarbonization, ! .
[ RBLEEADI I/ Workforce Challenges and Resilience ] N ! S V2
AFRR-BEHDSHRIL /LI RHEIE ] 2022 . EﬁzEﬁfzﬁ%?ﬁE@’“
N ' Z2: 1
§ J CTE&%P%b . FO—>7e ’
P> ~ ' BRARITERE
' AR AN
BRICSAZEYA Architecture That Meets the Needs of the Times RERBNED
H ——
BRALIE DFSBILICEZAFTRE. BAKEOREL. BiRELanE Today's society faces a range of complex challenges, including labor shortages E azﬁ;})gﬁf
BeW-EEAREICEELTLET, MAT. AIDEPSocietys. 00 caused by a declining birthrate and aging population, increasingly severe natural ! iy;‘/%;é%
N 5 . = e . . disasters, and the urgent need for decarbonization. Meanwhile, digital technologies ' AESEERBALA
€. Ry 37 3 YEF D3t 8 BT, '
2 03 O :l\bij—éh;ig]géi?\;;f;o);?;?ﬁ)@)_vgtiijf)t;;i;ij;y)’:z such as Al, robotics, and progress toward Society 5.0 are evolving at a remarkable N\ E V2
)\/Jov)\’_éfjﬁ‘hb’bFﬁ0)1%(,\7'3‘7(:)/:0);)%:5?1’1’(%’([,\&?& o :%\ speed. In addition, workstyle reforms and the impact of COVID-19 have triggered AI??*%%(D ! 20§g~ EZ%?%;E
i #ﬁ BEER N B N ° f 7 d”_‘ a fundamental shift in how people work and use space. In a rapidly changing iﬂ‘ﬁé?&ﬁﬁ;%? E Y BB Y )
Z?ggsi:/niglz? HEEEORTS, RYBEENSTMITRVERZRL, RTRLBHEFI world, buildings, which often take years to complete and last for decades, need b ' B RILAN 2050
- SEAD PN ] o - -/ = . . . ) L ' SEasE 4
Well-being Goals) PISTHRELEITS NS, RN BICRMEHR SRR TS to be adaptable to evolving social expectations and technological progress. This is 2045 ' Eijfé;%l’
NRBONET, 5 LIcRT, Him A AELMEZAIL LRI 2FEL LTERT precisely why smart buildings are gaining attention, they are seen as key to creating “/‘/,%"“15')77'54 ' AlBRY o
2050 Bt iR =R NTVBDOHRTRI—REIL,TT, long-term sustainable value. (BRI R R) : EIITIN
\ A JL U : v v y,
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oo AX—REILEIZFEAERIZEALSHD? What Exactly Is a Smart Building?
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What Makes a Building Smart
RERDEILTIE BASPBEMSHED BB XTLANBAIN TV HDD, ZNZ DK ——

OLE Ry
ERCEREN, HERANICERTBIERANBY E L1, Y- ML, MAORHBP  — el ErEE
H—EREDRCTELOS E VS HBEBEHATE Y, FRIOLHEEDEMPHE SRR 2 2
WIHTERBELL>TWET, Lo —REEXBLTERRA-RA- ARBEDT—5EITILIA L }/T,
R - . PN — 1

IZNE- DL, TNEDT—F%HEIZEVRTLRT TINBRERT — 7% ZITEY . BMIZIG >|<
CIFBICEZ T —CRERHLET, ThoDT—FIiboLL e HF E#ESIN, ELRLH b4
HEIZZUES BB & LTHEET 2L T BH2ARHINFRO DOENISELLTLCE
BERVET, BYbE. A-BH-BBELOAPYEVL, EELEAET TIASITFLAGEIC
EHE LA S EEE £ AT HEA) 1 0—BE LTELLTUC ZEARDONTLET, °e
Many conventional buildings adopted systems like BAS and BEMS. However, these systems
often operated independently, limiting integrated management across the building. In contrast, e e e e e eeeaaaaa N
smart bu.\'ldings are builton a share.d platform known as a "Building OS enabling multiple systems E — . p— R — E %g%
and services to work together. This structure provides greater flexibility for future upgrades and | =g Q/Z;iﬁ B EITER cee ' ?}jgﬁ
functional enhancements. Through sensors and other technologies, data on air conditioning, E SATLE 77 ) YATL ! bf‘_ﬁ[
lighting, and human movement is collected and analyzed in real time. Based on this data, each '; o-- i ______ i _______ i ______ i ...... i. S R
system or application receives the necessary information, processes it into a usable format, and T il - Al - A A A N 5

' voE
provides services tailored to specific needs. What’s more, data can be shared and exchanged It~ " YLOS . %

N (]
with other buildings. In this "cooperative domain*," buildings learn from one another, forming a i# N -1
foundation for cities to evolve more flexibly and efficiently as a whole. Buildings are now evolving >|< -------- i --------- i --------- i ---------
into active participants in a broader "ecosystem," a collaborative framework in which people, cities, 4

) ) — NP m
and nature are interconnected to continuously generate new value. Y- :i}: A | .
FELRTPEH RN B L, A TRELEZ AL T 51D BEICEREZ /T - EAT 8, oo ooof 4 =
*A shared domain in which buildings and urban systems exchange and gg EEE gg
utilize information to achieve system-wide optimization. oo ooo oo
\ <
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ZAY—FELTESEDS? AY—FELDORBICDHDELRERELIS?

What Changes with Smart Buildings? What Expertise Is Needed for Smart Buildings?
F—yEFERALICREORBEIICEY, SORBZIRILF—HEOHIFLBETRE A= hEIEDTOERIL, BRI SIOTEEPEILOSHOEE - ERF TEIKIChHIZY
IXRLF—DEANEL, H—RYZa—rILORRICEMLET, 512, £ £9, FHARMBED SINRNLEHS RIBA /M ZT 5700, BEE-RME-ICTISEL.
=0y b EREBIITLOEEICKY), BiF ER BREBLEDER TEHDSBAZMEMNICKZEMSI(RRY—SZATLA YT I L—5—) EWSBEEN
EHEEL.AFAREANONIGICHEFESLET, MAT BHRTOAI KRR BERY)ET, MSIZBREOSEIELELZIBEL, BRBELIRTLEEZERLE
BEHIE, BADTEHCRFICEDEY —EROREICL). ZHRAFBAED=— To RERE— AR TRETIDIEEH L EDBOEFIRIREZDBLEASH
ZIZIG A RBREEPWell-beingzmo £7, S#id. BBIELY T3 E%EA BTG KRDOSNTVET, Ffcbld, MHEBEORREZHERL, BRREDLS
Ry hEDEHEE W7o, ELEEFHEDRCHEBELLTHHFINTULES, MSIELTEDY, BA2EFIEEALHERICISHOTIKREZE->TOHET,
With data-driven system optimization, smart buildings contribute to a Creating a smart building involves a wide range of processes, from concept planning to
carbon-neutral society by reducing energy consumption and promoting the the development and operation of loT platforms and Building OS systems. To make
adoption of renewable energy. By integrating sensors, robots, and remote informed decisions from the early stages with future updates in mind, a key element is
management systems, operations such as cleaning, security, and facility the Master System Integrator (MSI), a professional who bridges architecture, building
management can be streamlined, helping address labor shortages. Smart systems, and ICT, providing integrated support from planning to operation. MSls
buildings also enhance both user experience and well-being by customizing identify and coordinate the diverse needs of stakeholders, and ensure optimal system
services based on real-time data, including crowd levels, environmental integration. Since the scope is too extensive for a single person to manage alone,
conditions, and individual preferences. Looking ahead, they are also expected to successful delivery requires cross-disciplinary teams of specialists working in
function as hubs that connect urban life with technologies like autonomous collaboration. We take on the role of MSI from the conceptual stage, bringing an urban
mobility and delivery robots. planning perspective, and ensuring a smooth handoff to specialized teams.

Cloud Systems
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@ T =% EDLIZEROKY F—YERATEILTEF 71 R[BARFEEAIA 71X think ++ nexus]
Creating Smart Spaces with Data E Evolving Workspaces Through Data Use [ Headquarters of Nihon Sekkei think ++ nexus ]
RIE, EISEASNTLSDRNRELTHCIRILY —(ERER ' BREICEAEEEAHTRVBARE LT AIRMICKYVEREDRLD, "BASHETVILICS
EDTF—ITEN ERIZEZOBEI/RES AL S +5 1. KRS EICTY 7 BB LIER, ZRIRLF—2M20%HH. BHICEREZERD
IZEDBTUWRWT =R ELHY &7, I SIEREROT— - J/RR)—H—DOBREBBERTEBETIRATAT—H—&L)16%BWMERTLI, I5L
SHREPEAICINANSZET, TRLF—RERERIS ' TN AAEZZTVBDH, £y IRT7 oy — N CRB T 2UBRRE SREREDERER
T, MBEOTERREMEICRRLIZE D WICDRAY : T =2, MAEOHRERCITBHER. REOBERRLE, EHRET—5 T, ThonT—
9, EOICRBOABT— 72 EIERAPEAEHE LK SEEEL, DT RRERELTOCIED, RBIE - EEE - TR —HReF 0, ik
ET VILRRADELEICBEFE S L, BYIEEDN 23 ILfE% 7 fBERIHE XA EBEEB>TVET,
BHTLEET, — AT BAABRCRBET —IDTLBER- ' ) ) ) .
SIS E R F 1) 71 R R KT ' As part of an effort to introduce enwronmental.vanety., Al.technologv was used to randt?mlv assign
| "cooler" and "warmer" zones throughout the office, adjusting temperatures by area and time of day.
Currently, the most commonly used data includes access logs E This approach resulted in approximately a 20% reduction in HVAC energy consumption.
and energy consumption. However, much of the available | Satisfaction among nomadic workers who could freely choose their workspace was found to be
information remains underutilized. By incorporating even ' 16% higher than among those with fixed desks. These improvements were enabled by a diverse
untapped data into design and operations, buildings can go . set of data sources, ranging from environmental conditions (e.g., temperature, humidity, and
beyond energy and facility management to create spaces that ' location) gathered via sensors and surveys, to user traits, behavioral history, and equipment usage
also prioritize user behavior and comfort. Furthermore, . data. Integrating and continuously analyzing this diverse data is key to enhancing comfort,
continuous improvements based on real usage data not only E productivity, and energy efficiency, forming a strong foundation for sustainable value creation.
enhance wellness, but also increase a building's value over time. .
At the same time, designing secure systems for managing and E BARHEGA TR CERTEF—5
sharing personal and operational data is also essential. E
VP Ly @ T — b eTY
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/,3 Urban Nodes
@ =y Ny Ny
Evolving - = /ﬁ\ /ﬁ\ \\ I //
ooo ooo ooo| (oo|ooo /ﬁ\
oogo| — ¥ \DDDf ooo| (oo|ooo
ooo ) ooo 7 |oo|ooo| |oo|ooof |oo
ooo Updating ooo _‘ﬁ_E Ooo|ooo Ooo|ooo oo
@ BFER by %L FH0D/—RERYREZD(B
Evolving Existing Building Stock Shaping the Future as Urban Nodes
BEBEHRORRICAITTL, BERYDRAY—MLETARTY, LEH AR—FELEBETRETIFETIRAL MieiRe 2BA3 50
HFERFELTH, BTERICEST. BEEELNLANSIOTPAILEBAT J—R(EEHR) L LTOBREEEVET, BEEL YT 0RY bEDEHE,
LT OERAORBHNTRELAY 9, RIBFOAURPHECLZBIR, KEBOBHILE, Av— Uy REDERAGEEZBLT BY 3BT
I NP K BRFOBRAEREEE VSRS 2l EL EHH FO—EELTOREZE>TLEE G, APE/ BHRA D —LLRIZITERD
TIENTEET, FLEYOEEZBELICOBHEOERRN L, BIFX ZhhoDRRICEVWT, BYAMEOBRP I ATLLBAL, HEDEIZL
hy ORBREMNICT YT TF—hLTW I eI, BHATREREE DN DIoHIcl BRMEIS LRI RRELVEONTVET, LA EE LYY
NHSOEYICKDOSNZTTO—FTH, b EFBORKEFH I ET,
To achieve a decarbonized society, smart upgrades to existing buildings are Smart buildings are no longer stand-alone entities, they are expected to
essential. Even older buildings can be optimized through loT and Al serve as "urban nodes," connecting with the surrounding city and community.
technologies without the need for full reconstruction, by making use of their Through integration with autonomous mobility systems, robots, disaster
existing structural frameworks. This enables them to achieve performance information networks, and smart grids, buildings are evolving into critical
comparable to new constructions through energy savings via equipment components of urban infrastructure.In this new era of seamless interaction
monitoring and control, contactless functionality, and real-time emergency among people, goods, and information, buildings must act as flexible and
communication. Updating existing building stock is becoming a vital collaborative systems that can adapt to evolving social needs. By working in
approach to sustainable urban development, especially from the standpoint sync with the broader urban ecosystem, smart buildings will help shape the
of whole-life carbon. cities of tomorrow.
. N J
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Meets NIHON SEKKEI

RELOE~XHEEHSBE

Walking Tour from Ohori Park to Tenjin, Fukuoka

BRERRHIRETHEHESHC

Exploring a City Where History and the Future Intersect

1 IBH BRE Guisit Rsusta)

2. R #4IE (5> Err—7 PR RE )
3. HH K @witmEe)

1. Yasuyuki Shimada

2. Sigi Xing

3. Nana Yoshida

KEEY TN PEL AR Ty RELST

AEENZECCLOBBLZHET ZBRICK)BROHIIRBICELLTVET,
SEIFNMNTHHEEICED>TL BRI RE @ HEHER) - BR 5 (EEEER) 2RAALLT

AHSE -6FHDARKFHEI RN BRAOEESEX LI,

RENE - BREBINLDA SRHARDSFTCIIFRRAOHE ) DERIELHH SRR ETE,

HBHIBIZEEDERNEOEEIITIRLER LIS RLRY LI,

Fukuoka is undergoing rapid transformation through policies which promote redevelopment
through floorarea ratio incentives, such as "Tenjin Big Bang" and "Hakata Connected.

On this walk, three Nihon Sekkei staffs in their fifth and sixth years

B0 $555E 4. 192042 HE L1405
A HokBABETHEAEARL, ZOBID
BEHSRI—LET, HERS (BT
Janme, BAREBE (NHOERREE, 14 X
BABRNSEENIICELY—II VAR, ABRICHLT
DRBFARE, HIHEDRHYEIBICCE, BARERE
BLOBMEGVARE, BHORG THLRFICLTLERE
BHARBENTNB AR LE LT, (BE)
SIFBR, REOBAOEIEIHI%RATERIZEA
: DHEOMS, EIERRERLL LERRIOEBES

at the firm were guided by Munekiyo Nakayama (City & Regional Planning Div.) and Kyoji Hyakutake
(Project Planning & Development Dept.) who are involved in urban planning in Kyushu.
They started from Ohori Park and the Fukuoka Castle area, where the Edo-period town layout still remains,

and walked toward Tenjin, an area undergoing active redevelopment.

The tour allowed them to experience the city’s historical layers and the dynamism of its ongoing urban evolution.

More Information :
BAREI—RL— Mo M TRHEZABLTOET,
Details are shown in our corporate website.

PNEIOL IS
BRPR/OPERLTWLT,
FUOBELTO

HEELE>TULE LT

BEFS T+ R1T 23A8E 20174) ’

The Nishi-Nippon City Bank Kokoro-kan
THERR, BER, AEBZENREALIEGHER.
#92,000mM0E LEE%—MICBRT 5T

DRI REL>TN B,

A multi-purpose facility that integrates a training center,
dormitory, and gymnasium.

Its 2,000m rooftop garden is open to the public,
serving as a community hub for the surrounding area.

KERREDAMP,
RERREH 5D
BYNORAAREI
EE LA S
FNTHTLEETL

A8 REMNIZH B
EMOFREWLTULET

BABE S (NHK)BRBER (19924)

NHK Fukuoka Broadcasting Station

LRNHK TR DRA > TN BEB., Bitbz4DIZHiL
1DREHBEBRHART—TELT ARICHTEICE ZEDRBEINTUL S,

NHK'’s first-ever "open broadcasting station."

The site is divided into four zones,

one of which serves as a public plaza and outdoor stage.
Its exterior was designed to reflect openness to the city.

page
27 28

Walking MAP \

19t L RFDBTEN ) P L IRE D E BRI v 7, EHRBOBRBERIZLY.
IR BRIERRE L)  ROBAOH - BE LIEDMEhTU,
BRBOAEE LTRRASNTOKRARIL
1927 FICRESNIRES R BB BISER TENTHhNHE,
A map overlaying the 19th-century town layout and topography
onto the modern cityscape. In the Edo period, Fukuoka developed into a samurai district
following the construction of Fukuoka Castle by Nagamasa Kuroda,
which separated it from Hakata, the merchant town to the east.

Ohori Park, originally the castle’s outer moat,
was later redeveloped into a public park for the 1927 Toa Kangyo Expo.

PMTWE LT "TRETY 7 ISIGT R R OBTEY /%% -
THY, TBERAVEIBHERSEC— A, BRI
SUNSWETEIN 2o o T T IERTEAD D AR OUNSTRTE
SHRLASIHEOHLARNTE->TUVET, (BR) "B
REBTEENABROLICHLOLWEEATETL
BHOBROBIEAELR>TREDHATETLSS
LERHTRELET., (B)

TMZEEICL PR LV ESHIRDI, B> (UM
MHBTONTLEDHABRADEHDHFHTY, ZD7H,
RHAOEBBENAHEBDOLS ICEDNTWLSIGA

mEEm S HIRA AT
BHEATLEH00

WREERD EBYOBESH
2HHITEVTT

4 HEROBENEZ > TLT,
) B S ER AL SN ET

HEZ(EoN, ZTNHH TBEORBIZLDAN>THE
Fou (L) THAEBICEEF ST BHIZAEN KW ED,
AEBEEPEOT,, EBERPH TERALEBASSE
DINT Ny I AR=ZADEHN IR >TWEDTT
1o (IBH) "BEOEIEERINIGEWIZHED ST
FKEBEFLEHHABRVERCET, JIZAD>TED
Nr#E%E2<B FYnN—70rk NEXTy WS EWEAD
RIEETH Ty (FHH) boL)IE AL DBRD 74
e BEROSNIEEO LI, INHSHEEADHLL
RSP HEINTOEET,

RKEEY TNYD
R EITH T,

IEROBFAS
Ll HoNET

his walking tour started from Ohori Park, a

400,000m waterscape park that opened in

1929, and proceeded to explore notable
architecture in the surrounding areas.
"The Nishi-Nippon City Bank Kokoro-kan and NHK
Fukuoka Broadcasting Station demonstrate how the
spatial sequence leads from the park into the
buildings, and how the buildings are oriented toward
the landscape. Through these buildings, | learned how
design principles we value in our daily work, such as

openness to the community and engagement with
nature, are thoughtfully embodied." (Shimada)

In the Edo period, Fukuoka was historically divided by
the Naka River into two distinct areas: the merchant
town of Hakata to the east, and the samurai district of
Fukuoka to the west, centered around the castle.

'In the Daimyo area, traces of the Edo-period street
grid remain. While redevelopment has progressed
along the main streets, areas with smaller plots, once
lined with traditional merchant houses, have seen little
reconstruction and retain their charm with rows of
small shops." (Hyakutake) "Over time, cities evolve by
layering different historical eras. This tour reminded me
that the city we see today is shaped by the
accumulation of those layers." (Xing)

"Fukuoka’s strict height restrictions under aviation law

@ RKHETRREYF—(20214)
Tenjin Business Center

TREEY TN, E15,

W EREDRIG M T BREZHESEEBRICLY

I ANDRNEEAH LT,

The first project of "Tenjin Big Bang,"
it generated new pedestrian flows
by connecting the ground-level plaza

with underground walkways through vertical circulation.

@ KRBT 7 OR]IEHS

Streetscape in the Daimyo Area

DO TERAERSTWNSWETENY &
BOERFRICT T BRI EIEETHD

"THER DBIEH KB

The area retains its narrow,

subdivided plots once lined with traditional townhouses,

as well as hook-shaped streets,
originally designed for defense during the Edo period.

have resulted in buildings occupying entire sites. As a
result, many privately owned passageways are used as
public spaces. This has also contributed to the
development of the city’s extensive underground
walkway network." (Nakayama) "As it is difficult to
create large open spaces outdoors, Fukuoka has
instead fostered rich and distinctive public spaces
inside buildings, such as atriums, pilotis,
passageways, and underground walkways." (Shimada)
"Though Fukuoka is close to the sea and rivers, | feel it
still lacks sufficient waterfront spaces. The ‘Riverfront
NEXT’ initiative aims to change this by reconnecting
the city with its rivers."” (Yoshida)

Fukuoka’s new landscape will continue to take shape,
layered upon its rich history, guided by a vision of a city
more deeply connected to its rivers.
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Design Seminar
by William D. Chilton
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On May 7, a design seminar was held by Mr. William D. Chilton, Principal
of PICKARD CHILTON and master designer of projects such as "TOKYO
MIDTOWN YAESU" and "Takanawa Gateway." Addressing the theme "What
kind of thinking and process gives birth to architectural design?", Mr. Chilton
shared his view that "Architecture is about building relationships, capturing

the essence, and achieving excellence when design is fused with function.

After the lecture, he kindly responded to numerous questions from young
staffs, making it a valuable and insightful learning opportunity.

( NIHON SEKKEI Office Report )
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Explaining Architectural Features and Appeal
on the TOKYO ARCHITECTURE FESTIVAL Tour
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The TOKYO ARCHITECTURE FESTIVAL, an event to enjoy architecture
and reflect on the future of cities, was held again this May. Nihon Sekkei
participated by organizing a guided architectural tour led by its staff at "Minato
City Local History Museum Yukashi-no-Mori," which the firm renovated. At "The
National Art Center, Tokyo," a special public opening of select areas was held,
including a “Let’ s Chat with the Architecture Doctor" tour for elementary school
children and their parents. Our staffs provided easy-to-understand explanations
of architectural features and innovations. The event showcased a wide range of
architectural approaches in design, preservation, and adaptive reuse.
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Headquarters of Nihon Sekkei Achieves WELL Certification Gold
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SEHIEE "WELL Building Standard™ v2,T

In April 2025, the headquarters of Nihon Sekkei achieved WELL Certified™ Gold

under the international WELL Building Standard™ v2. The office earned a total score of 73 points,

receiving high marks in categories such as "Light," "Movement," and "Mind."

The design was praised for its open layout that maximizes natural light, comfortable environmental settings,
and health support initiatives. The project was led by an in-house WELL Accredited Professional (WELL AP),
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Azabudai Hills

- 55360 BRRBFR
RAMTERPY EERRH

Institute of Electrical Installation Engineers Award
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Japan Prestressed Concrete Institute Award
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Japanese Society of Steel Construction Award
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Ghibli Park
Valley of Witches

© Studio Ghibli
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Japan Architecture Award — Architecture Awards for Everyone —
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SUGAKOUGYOU HONSHA BUILDING (s wE)
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JOIFA OFFICE AWARD
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Carbon Neutral Award
(Achieving a Centralized Air
Conditioning-Based ZEB Model and
Wellness-Oriented Office)

Hekinan City Tatsukichi Fujii Museum

of Contemporary Art

(Expansion and Renovation)
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Aichi Association of Architectural Firms
Architecture Award
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Hommachi Garden City Terrace
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TOKYO MIDTOWN
YAESU

+2025 ULIZS7REHBREE

ULI Asia Pacific Awards for Excellence
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Chugai Life Science
Park Yokohama
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Institute of Electrical Installation Engineers Award

08

BBRT R

Kakamigahara City Hall
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Environmental and Equipment
Design Award
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Keio University Center
for Preventive Medicine

+iF DESIGN AWARD 2025
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Yanagawa Citizens’ Cultural Center
SUITO YANAGAWA
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Public Building Award

Regional Excellence Award
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Utilization of Distributed Power Supply
by Power Transmission

and Distribution Business
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Biophilic Area
at the headquarters of Nihon Sekkei

and additional points were awarded tin the "Innovation" category through coordination with the existing LEED Gold
certification. Moving forward, the headquarters will continue to serve as a practical model
for promoting healthier and more sustainable architecture and environments.

ERE
"Osaka Machinami Awards"
(Osaka Cityscape Architecture Award)

(BARZH)
Institute of Electrical Installation
Engineers Award
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More Information :
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Various information is shown in our corporate website.

Welcome to check YouTube Channel of Nihon Sekkei and official Instagram account.

R1T R RHARKE 2026578

Rk LME T105-6334 REBXRE/FI1-23-1 /PILILXFHRS 7 — 348
kouhou@nihonsekkei.co.jp

T—bF1Lo2av&F YA Hd LAB Inc.  ENRI: Ikeda Printing Co., Ltd.

B p.1, p.12 k- Eehske b4, p13, p.14 RskfE - - F, pp.27-29

1
page LT )
29 30 think magazine




MIX VOC

®
\Q Paper | Supporting

responsible forestry

e —
wassc(o;;; FSC® C112249 F R E E TAK

A

Xt
E e
ok

#MRaxt H AR5

www.nihonsekkei.co.jp

BR/FICILZFHRYT— 345

105-6334 RRAEBXE/FI1-23-1
TEL:050-3139-7100(f8%)

AR AL - BT A - BT S AL AN A
RIALEBAT - BEEEBM

NIHON SEKKEI SHANGHAI Co., Ltd.
NIHON SEKKEI VIETNAM, INC.

PT Wiratman (Business Partner in Jakarta)

Head Offices

Branch Offices
Affiliated Companies

Contact Information in Jakarta

NIHON SEKKEI

NIHON SEKKEI INC.

www.nihonsekkei.co.jp

Toranomon Hills Mori Tower 34th floor

1-23-1, Toranomon, Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-6334, Japan
TEL:81-50-3139-6969

Sapporo Branch / Chubu Branch / Kansai Branch / Kyushu Branch
Tohoku Office / Yokohama Office

NIHON SEKKEI SHANGHAI Co., Ltd.

NIHON SEKKEI VIETNAM, INC.

PT Wiratman
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