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Creating Workplaces in Harmony with the City
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Creating Workplaces in Harmony with the City
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Creating Workplaces in Harmony with the City

02 CEO Message
03 Feature 1: YKK AP 30 Building Through the COVID-19 pandemic, our values regarding the workplace have fundamentally shifted.

11 Special Talk Session: Envisioning the Future of Architecture and Community Development in Kurobe Today, the challenge lies not only in providing a space to work,

15 Feature 2: Toranomon Alcea Tower but in envisioning workplaces that resonate

with their communities and help lead urban development.

23 Creating the Future: What Makes a Building Smart? . ) ) )
We strive to design spaces where people can experience a connection

27 Meets NIHON SEKKEI: Walking Tour from Ohori Park to Tenjin, Fukuoka to the land and nature through their physical experiences.
29 News This means engaging thoughtfully with the local environment
30 Awards and carefully weaving the unique scenery and atmosphere of each place into architecture.

Digital technology plays a crucial role in supporting this approach. By simulating the flow of wind,
the movement of light, and patterns of human activity from multiple perspectives,

architecture becomes more "natural" and more "human."

Moreover, technology is transforming the very nature of buildings themselves.

We are now entering an era of the "smart building," buildings that evolve by learning from data.

No Nihon Sekkei seeks to deeply understand the memories and environment of each region,

interpreting their essence with care and thoughtfully integrating them into the urban fabric.
1 ‘%;5 By fusing these insights with technology, we aim to carry them forward into the future.
Through the creation of "workplaces that live in harmony with the city,"

we hope to cultivate vibrant communities and foster enriched urban development together with you.
COVER STORY
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Toranomon Alcea Tower second-floor terrace.

A new urban place where light, wind,

and the textures of materials intertwine.

CEO Message :
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NIHON SEKKEI President, CEO Jun Shinozaki
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Nihon Sekkei has carefully studied the natural elements rooted
in this area, such as wind, light and water,

and translated them into spatial design.

Blending traditional wisdom and physical sensibilities

with scientific validation through environmental simulations,
we have created architecture that fosters harmony

between people and nature. :
Through this workplace, enveloped in greenery : e PieP e .: { .. -_ pe i ki L. N i ainBia
and attuned to the subtle rhythms of nature, — '

we propose a new vision for the office.

BRXPEEZRLEIENTES,
A "Workplace in the Forest," where the gentle movement of water, light, and breeze can be felt indoors.
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Feature :

A New Vision of the Otfice —Working in Harmony with Nature

YKK AP 30 Building
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Architecture Inspired by the Nature of Kurobe
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A Design Process Shaped Through Layered Contemplation of the Natural Environment,

Seasonal Fluctuations, and Spatial Experience

.

ARDEE

BRAO—HELTREEZN-5I(3
Shaping Architecture in Harmony With Nature

A New Headquarters
that Reflects YKK AP’s Philosophy

The project is located within YKK’s Kurobe
Site in Kurobe City, Toyama Prefecture.
Sited between the Tateyama Mountain
Range and Toyama Bay, at the edge of the
Kurobe River alluvial fan, the site is blessed
with a rich natural environment.

We focused on the site’s unique natural
conditions, such as water emerging from
underground streams near the edge of the
alluvial fan and the local "Ai-no-Kaze" wind
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YKK AP 30 Building
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A Workplace Amidst the Shifting Rhythms of Nature

and envisioned architecture integrated into
the natural cycle.

While careful analyzing the behavior of wind
and light, we also paid attention to the
physical sensibilities of those working in the
space.Movingback and forth between human
perception and the rhythms of nature, the
form of the space gradually came into being.
The site of YKK AP 30 Building lies within
a public area created through a long-term
phased redevelopment of the factory
grounds. in response to this vision, we

proposed a "Workplace

in the Forest":

a grove open to the community, with
workspaces quietly placed within it.
Inspired by the traditional wisdom of
"Kainyo", a homestead grove deeply rooted
in Kurobe’s way of life, the building is
surrounded by a ring of trees that welcomes
seasonal breezes, tempers harsh winds, and
invites fresh air from all directions.

This building, designed to support staffs
well-being and to harmonize with both
the local community and the surrounding
environment, serves as the symbolic core

of YKK AP’s new headquarters.
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YKKD BEBEEPO—AILUET2YKK AP30EIL (FRFHD), ILEEEZBOEREHNLRRIEITIED,
YKK AP 30 Building, seen in the center of foreground, is part of YKK’s Kurobe Facility and sits on a green alluvial fan
with a view of the Tateyama Mountain Range.
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A Spatial Composition That Draws Wisdom From Nature and Tradition

[ YKK AP30EIL ]

BEE Client: YKK AP

ER% Major Use:
FifEdth Location:

E=EA Office
EILRELH  Kurobe City, Toyama

T Completion: 20244108 Oct. 2024

FELRERE Total Floor Area: 6,932m?

i - BE# Structure / Floors: S, RC/3F
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A Workplace Guided by Wind and Light
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YKK AP 30 Building
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1. A stable daylight environment is achieved
through perimeter windows and
upper clerestory windows.

2. Staffs can choose where to work,
enhancing both health
and intellectual productivity.

3. The second-floor work area
offers a sweeping panoramic views
through windows on all sides.

An Open Spatial Design
that Embraces the Subtle Shifts
of the Environment

The COVID-19 pandemic brought significant
changes to how we work. While remote
work has promoted greater efficiency, it has
also expanded where we can work, such
as working from home, while nurturing
sensitivity to environmental variations, like
subtle shifts in temperature and light. At the
same time, we've come to rediscover the

value of being together in a shared, physical
space. From a business continuity planning
(BCP) perspective, there’s also been a
growing push to decentralize operations
beyond Tokyo. In regional areas, there is
growing demand for workplaces that offer a
different kind of appeal from those in cities.
We believe that tuning into natural elements,
such as wind, light, and warmth, not
only enhances the workplace, but also
contributes to the overall well-being of
its users. This belief led us to revisit the
question: what makes a workspace truly
comfortable? We aimed to create a flexible
spatial composition that embraces the
shifting light and air throughout the day,
allowing staffs to choose where to be based
on their mood or task.

This concept is embodied on the
second-floor, where the workspace is
designed in harmony with nature. It consists
of four staggered units arranged around a
central cross-shaped atrium. Openings on
all four sides of the building draw daylight
and natural breezes deep into the interior.
The central atrium encourages spontaneous
encounters between people, while the areas
near the windows, where the gentle motion
of water can be seen, are well-suited to
focused, individual work. The shifting quality
of sunlight by orientation and the changing
nature of the wind throughout the day
introduce subtle environmental variations
that enhance both intellectual productivity
and bodily awareness.

This all-around open spatial layout connects
the gaze to Kurobe’s natural features, including
the Tateyama Mountain Range and Toyama
Bay, offering a distinctive sense of openness
that can only be experienced in Kurobe.

T+FEEDORER,
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A stable daylight environment is achieved

through perimeter glazing and upper clerestory windows.
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Integrated Design of Diverse Elements

AlD sy Yum AuoLuieH Ul seoe|dyiopp Buiieal)

EoREREy
BHD
g b

BAEXEKRDBHHEI-HDORDTI—IT LR,
The Workplace Nestled in a Grove, Enriched by the Blessings of Wind, Light, and Water

"HLOREARNEDED TN
The airflow pattern during the Ainokaze wind.
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Balance-way windows (natural ventilation windows)
on the third-floor guide light and breeze into the space.

Architecture Linking Technology,
Design, and Nature

This architecture is supported by an integrated
design approach that brings together
expertise across multiple fields, including
architectural design, structural engineering,
building systems, and environmental planning.
The structure may appear simple at first
glance, but it is actually a carefully composed
system of multiple elements designed to
reconcile the site’s natural conditions with

spatial functionality. Structural unity is
achieved by connecting the cores of four
individual units via bridges. The first-floor,
designed to withstand snow loads and
ensure water resistance, is constructed with
reinforced concrete. The second and third
floors use steel framing: bracing within the
near-cross-shaped internal cores ensures
rigidity, while slender perimeter columns
provide an open interior with panoramic
views in all directions.

Integrated into this structural framework is an

|

3420 |

810
1‘1

3820

V3FL

6,000

BRUSBELIIIIV T2V DOETHDS
€, RO ES LI ZR/AEETS>L
T, REMHEETRNF—FMIZLTVET,
YKK AP30ELIZEYEAHTE0% A ED—
RIFLF—HEBHIRL, BUEHOIKRE
HHBIZEB50%DEITHRTIZEB(Ry b
O -IRLF—-EL) RBAEZBE LTV E
T BIRILF—F/EHCLEEST D
SERLIZEE LISy TTFHAIzkY
TANEBERD DD ZEENEFOMTE
RLELI

(o1)
l’«-utun:/

YKK AP 30 Building

environmental design that works in harmony
with the local natural environment. Spring
water that flows naturally on site maintains
a stable temperature of approximately 12°C
throughout the year and is used efficiently

as a heat source for both cooling and heating.

In cooling mode, it is first used for handling
outdoor air load and as the heat source for
radiant cooling, then for chilled water in indoor
air conditioning, and finally for replenishing
water features and irrigation, a comprehensive
"cascade utilization" system. This system

draws groundwater and returns it to nature,

achieving both energy efficiency and the
creation of a water-rich landscape. Through
this water cycle, the design also aspires to
gently connect with the local ecosystem.

The exterior features a symbolic "multi-screen
window", true to the identity of a company
that "thinks about windows." By combining
deep eaves, roll screens, and insect
screens, the design simultaneously provides
shading, ventilation, and scenic views. A
weather sensor indicates the ideal timing
for natural ventilation by changing the color
of a sign, while the air-conditioning system
automatically adjusts in coordination with
window openings, achieving both comfort and
energy efficiency. The YKK AP 30 Building has
been certified as a Net Zero Energy Building
(ZEB), achieving more than a 50% reduction
in primary energy consumption for the entire
building, , with the remaining energy supplied
d by solar power generation. Beyond simply
meeting energy-saving targets, this project
embodies "architecture that connects people
with nature" through passive design strategies
tailored to the local climate of Kurobe.

Figure
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A Form Born From the Layering of Structure, Environment, and Space
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Envisioning the Future of Architecture and
Community Development in Kurobe

SRIERR:

Date 2025.06.16 Mon

REICECBERLZE DN DREKDD =D
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b DEREHERTIMAFE LR BT ISR ZEZ. "B OB LRI WRBRICEEEST
ZITEHHEPHEBORKARBICESES MEI L IVICLREMVBATHLET,
ZORBEDHIHELTREPERRPFAIOAY R+ —5—%15
TYKK AP30E L (LUK 30K L) 4 BB BT BETI-TOWN,.
BEEENNYITII O REDEENRELTVLET,
SELINSDBEIED ST REEELYKKI LT DRGREN LN
BREDRFPEEHRDOLEEEEHICLELT,
ARbRTELRGIEYEHZHCHNENDRATEZDIE
HBTZEICRABVWBBIOLAYV—ZDWODETBNLET,

The YKK Group, comprising YKK, known for fastening products, and YKK AP,

specializing in building materials, is based in Kurobe City, Toyama Prefecture.
Embodying the spirit of monozukuri (craftsmanship), the two companies have long been committed
not only to creating productive workplaces, but also to providing comfortable living environments
for employees and their families. This vision has taken shape in various forms across the city,
including the YKK AP 30 Building,
which serves as a headquarters for manufacturing and administrative operations; "I-TOWN,"

a dormitory for single employee; and "PASSIVE TOWN®", a rental housing complex.
Designers and YKK Group representatives gathered to tour the buildings and share a roundtable discussion.
As they explored the different facilities, each differing in both function and year of completion,

a shared yet invisible layer of philosophy emerged.

This article offers a glimpse into some of those underlying ideas.

Members

1. 757K ZREA Hiroaki Shimizu

YKKREpEE R REUBR AT R
President, YKK Real Estate

2. #B 3tk Fumio Niizeki

YKK AP &EEARER BT RN H—
Technical Advisor, Manufacturing, YKK AP

3. #& A1 Miwa Mori

F—T—FT 0 VRKRIHHER.

— B FEEANY S TNIR - DR RIEBE,
TINy> 79790, 83X % Rt

CEO of KEY ARCHITECTS, Representative Director
of the Passive House Japan Association.

Designed PASSIVE TOWN® Block No.3.

4. f&IfF 52 Jun Shinozaki

BAKE AR RLR
President and CEO, Nihon Sekkei

5. # E {SKER Shinjiro Inoue

EARE REREH F—7 7T b
Senior Director, Architecture, Nihon Sekkei

6. TN B% Masayoshi Takeuchi

HrALH IR,

IHRLF—EH IR R,

— RN S TNIRS vV BE,
"I-TOWN, % 2&5to

Co-Representative of MIKAN,

CEO of ENERGY MACHIZUKURI-SHA,

and Director of the Passive House Japan Association.
Designed the project “I-TOWN'".

E;‘nm More Information
; EEHS O T3 BARZE AR YouTube F v RV CEHAREZFEL TV ET,
Em. A video of the Talk Session will be available on Nihon Sekkei’s official YouTube channel in the coming weeks.
page
11 12

BEEDOANIBEHIIDO(BES

YKKZ W=7 S A EED—MERRA S
ELERMLHEALBIHBORT, HED
BRRLEHIEYENDRELREFRIED
RHZFELTEY, 2011FEDOREEAKRE
KOFKELEIZ, TR —REORY A4
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F—REEVIYDBEY £ LI, "EED
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FIFXTIIEAFD 2HEHELT.
Two existing buildings were renovated
in Block No.3.

Creating a Community with the
People of Kurobe

As part of a plan to relocate part of its
headquarters from Tokyo to Kurobe City
in Toyama Prefecture, the YKK Group
began redeveloping its company housing to
provide high-quality living environments for
transferred employees. Following the 2011
Great East Japan Earthquake, this initiative
expanded into a broader effort to tackle
energy issues through low-energy housing
based on passive design principles. At the
heart of our work is the desire to "Build
Kurobe together with the people of Kurobe,"

says Mr. Niizeki, reflecting YKK’s philosophy

BYET, BEICHI>TUL EEVPRISA
EDETFEZEOC) L ERFICEDSNE LT,
ZD—2n, BFOREPHTKEV>TBR
IRLF—ZEDLIcEB DNy TS
70 TY,

HRERPEYLICEIHEXTIE EI0FDH
EBEEERITICHE, TERIREZIRE
ICBRABILT IKEBICRAIEITDIBAT
37K ErLEBEZBITHBAMICLIch >
Todo WA ZMBH- K BB RE T T 54
BOAI1=ZT A AR—ANEGHEEZHH

FERFTCHIREDRAZRET 2TI2 =T (AR—Z,
A community space aimed at encouraging interaction
among residents and fostering ties with the local community.

of community development. As employees
relocated, efforts to establish the necessary
living infrastructure, including housing and
workplaces, progressed simultaneously. One
notable result of these efforts is "PASSIVE
TOWN®," a community development project
that makes use of Kurobe’s natural energy
sources, such as wind and groundwater.

In Block No.3, led by Ms. Mori, a 30-year-old
company dormitory was renovated into
housing for single occupants. 'l wanted it to
be more than just a place to sleep, | wanted
it to be a place where people could spend
meaningful time," she says. To encourage
everyday interaction, the design includes a
shared kitchen with biomass-fueled cooking

( > N2 79900 EIHK

PASSIVE TOWN® Block No.3

DR Fb, Riftefe BTN —2, "B
BHABELTE>TWS AL D EZ T
BEVDICHEVWAEEINS BB LTI
EEAMLET,
ANEANEDBRIZDAH BT RIZI-TOWNIC
HRONET, KBBDOBEDZV VI TER
BEMNCTARZBALGY D, T—L% LT
WEEELIe Z5 VWO KB DHIZ, $5TH
DRI EIBREI/EENNULL ETRE,
BRZREIREDERMZEER I, DA
HANPTVEBRICE>TLET,

ENRRD LA BNy TIT 0,
PASSIVE TOWN® is surrounded by lush

greenery.

appliances, as well as benches beside the
bicycle parking area, both intended to promote
casual exchange. "l imagined a moment when
someone might stop to help another person
having trouble with their bike,"she adds.

This spirit of casual connection can also be
found in I-TOWN, Mr. Takeuchi explains, "The
lounge next to the public bath is a place where
people can chat, play games, and enjoy ice
cream after a bath. | hope these moments feel
like casually bumping into someone in town.
"The roofed wooden corridor connecting the
buildings is also designed to be welcoming to
local residents. At YKK AP 30 Building, which
also serves as part of YKK AP’s headquarters,
Mr. Inoue says, "Our theme is ‘a forest,

201742 T #8502 — MEDRIEHEHER 1L EE R TILAEL,
WIASIEZITIETREMITOEEESEEEBEL

S AEADINRY MEE T2 ICK ) SEB0FEDRYICRANRMERRE 52/
EEEBELTRAYDI Sy TNIRIBIERULEED for Homes 75 F 7 &85t 2 BAR TS THUS.
Completed in 2017, this project transformed a 30-year-old

reinforced concrete dormitory for families into rental housing for singles.

The building was stripped to its skeleton and upgraded with exterior insulation,

creating a modern thermal environment.

It was the first multi-family housing in Japan to earn

both the German Passive House certification and LEED for Homes Platinum.

thin k_: magazine




13515135 NOHIN

A1D 2yl yum AuouuieH ui seoe|dyiopp Buiieal)

e

'".:....-

YKK APO ARt gD —EBHIE 530 L T
. MBI AR TR IR IC D NIIRE
DY ELTH AT —ICLTWET I EH
LIFFBALET,

|I-TOWN®[EIERI 335D A HFIFETE S,
I-TOWN’s corridor is accessible

to the local community.

creating an environment that is open not only
to employees but also to the local community."

In Harmony With Nature's Principles,
Responding Through Technology

A common theme across the architectural
projects in Kurobe is the thoughtful
integration of buildings with nature and the
local community.

At YKK AP 30 Building, for example, various
design strategies were employed to
harness Kurobe’s abundant water resources
and reinterpret traditional architectural
wisdom in a contemporary form. "We
aimed to create an office that promotes
both  environmental sustainability and

page
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@ I-TOWN

2023FICE 180, 2024 FICHE2HA R T YKKI L7 Dt BREIFEEER,
BERANEZRAL ERIJIIKRBARKB AR EREL TS,

R CInA5

ERFELBLTRATELDOIG, BELH
R-E£B5%5DRIFHIRT
3, 30 L Tld, E&H D
BHIRKERDIERX.
WO GHEREDONE
ZIRAREBEIZMRT S
IR EAELIL TR
BMOBAZBREESZ
ETHIRIBEEADOM

IAFRRFAZ—TESIKREF VT,
Wood chips for biomass boiler.

human well-being by embracing the cyclical
blessings of Kurobe," says Mr. Inoue.

In I-TOWN, a biomass boiler fueled by
locally sourced timber has been used to
supply hot water for the large communal
bath. "It's more than just renewable energy
technology, it represents a vision that links
the community to the future," explains Mr.
Shinozaki. Mr. Takeuchi adds, “With this
successful example, it's easier to expand
heat supply systems in Kurobe."

Although nearly forgotten over time,
traditional wisdom gained from living
in harmony with the local climate and
environment, such as windbreak forests and
homestead groves, was recognized by the
speakers as essential to contemporary design.

EYEEYOBIZIEFEE D) BRUIET— 7 — FTITERTERRMMBEB L 0>T VS,
Phase 1 was completed in 2023, followed by Phase 2 in 2024.

Designed as a dormitory for single YKK Group employee,

the project features wooden structures and rooftop solar panels.

Courtyards between buildings and arcade walkways create a spacious,

open environment connecting the units.

ADRPNMIGBESIGA T+ AEBIE LT,
(FL)

F1o I-TOWNT I i EE A M Z5ER LT
NAFRZARAT—%E N, KBEDREZEH
RELTERLTLWEY, BB 4EITRIL
FoRgMCEEE om0, #HIRERRIZDR
NBENH B, LB, TREIETETEAN
HBHET, EMTORBIBORRLILPT
{735,V ET,

FEMCEBMAE, BLEMmMEG>TER
EFOME, zhnld—Esnonhiizis
ne Ny TTFHIVERBEOTRICIER

| 1

=N

BEPRKBEHNAD LY F—/N\VZ

(EnEY).

Center house with dining hall and

communal bath (left).

They agreed that effectively practicing
passive design requires studying such
wisdom through scientific and engineering
methods. "Rather than relying only on
intuition, we conduct simulations to verify
our sense. This helps align intuition with
results of simulation and calibrate our sense
(of design), " says Ms. Mori. "Through that
process, intuition and data begin to align, and
intuition itself becomes more calibrated."

Mr. Shinozaki also reflects, "Our approach
began with the idea of testing local wisdom,
such as understanding the rhythms of nature,
through scientific and engineering analysis."
By grounding intuition in scientific inquiry,
this approach enhances both the precision
and the reliability of architectural design.

ZI2iE BRNBEMN TEMGII2IENEE
THHEVSHBRENEEBEE/BILHY X
LT TRRETEN IO RBIETIHERSBEEE
SDHRIZET. ¥Tal—>arvTAELTY
Eh¥2, ZDTOELREBEL T BEEH
EBASAHAFY, REIFHEIATOGER
Ko BIHH. "2OMIKITIETS WS MENH
3. LWL BARDEZE, HATIEMIC
REELTAHLD, EWSETADBIRE ST L
RYRY £9, REICES2IT TR B
NEBRRNOZDELEZEEHS, 2D
REAOBELEEEEXZAZDTT,

HIKE ADMEXHNC72B e % B1E L7230 L,
YKK AP 30 Building, designed for the well-being of
both the planet and people.

From Personal Experience
to Societal Impact

Landscapes that evoke the richness of
nature and spaces that offer comfort hold
value that cannot be measured by
economic efficiency alone.

Mr. Shimizu states, 'Presenting an
energy-efficient and comfortable lifestyle
rooted in this place is also a way of giving
back to Kurobe."

Some of the PASSIVE TOWN® residences
were intentionally opened as rental housing
for the general public, with the hope that
more people could experience this way of
living. "I hope that by experiencing it for
themselves, more people will come

FMIAEI-10EZI IS,

FERA LA

ENHBERERLE TV KRR TP RER
I BBFESBEMEL T TIOIN GV EE
EWHTVET, EKRIETZDOBAICIRE
Lah s, AT TRELESLEZRERTS
ZEIFEBANDBRLTHH S,V ET,
Ny TITeDEFRO—EE—KEITD
BEEELLIZOL. TWAWNA AIEREEL
THEHVLEVLSBULD S, TERELEL
TBROIRLF—Z2ENT Ry T"E
WS EEA R ICIEANIE ERKEISH

to appreciate the value
of ‘passive’ design,
harnessing  natural
energy, and that this
idea will gradually
spread more widely
throughout society,"
he adds.

During the tour, the
speakers were seen relaxing, sitting on
benches in I-TOWN or gazing out at the
Tateyama Range from the veranda of YKK
AP 30 Building, enjoying the natural
surroundings. "Sensing that a building is
supported by nature’s rhythms is
something rarely experienced in urban life.
This sense of harmony offers unique value

BERICECEEE
FH5 YD
KEDOHIT-H

Refer to pp. 3-10 of this magazine for more details.

FEADET,

BE2TIE -TOWNDORYFIZEBMTTY.
EILDRIY TSI UEIEELEATY
L EBEELLGNBERZRUALNSECHA
HRoNELIL"TBYAPBERDYLIZKA
SNTWVBREREIL ZOTIIBEL, ZOffi
BIEMALSTIEORF RN ALEHLIYIZD
BH% ) (&) o

REIZFYRO. ADRBEEEMEN B
LI-REOREER, ZDHY)AlE. hhod
Fim AT RER £ 5N, BLICIRELICE
FuEZDETOFHIMIIH>TWE LT,

2EMBLIT ORIV TUEIEZLD,
View of the Tateyama Mountain Range
from the second-floor office balcony.

for fostering sustainable community
development in regional settings," says Mr.
Shinozaki.

Kurobe’s architecture, shaped by the
local climate, human sensibility, and
technological innovation, provides valuable
insights for future sustainable development
and climate-responsive design.
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Second-floor Lounge Lounges and terraces arranged
inside and outside the lower floorscreate diverse places to stay.

&2

HHOREREDHREEL
NEEZTRAAD

E/ P77y 7—

HEDRT—ILNERBLLHNOADBOMICGBIELESMZHA.
RANICERAEZEEDRIEZERLITAY LI TY,
HOD T LATE HETERHMORAZEEBNISHY ATIET,
THMmEDDOLENETE (BN, THIRELLD BE%E
ZEREELTHRRLTWET,

HEOBREEZEN LTy F BATIZAREIZICMA,
ERICLSETEREBZLBHICKE,

EHICTEIGPT & TR RAAATIETE T,

The Project aims to create open and diverse spaces that,
while possessing the scale of a city,

also offer comfortable places where people can feel at ease.
By intricately weaving multi-layered margins into the city,
spaces that are accessible and welcoming to everyone,

the project spatially embodies the idea that "cities are shaped
collectively and meant to be shared."

Taking advantage of the site's elevation differences,

the design incorporates decks, outdoor terraces, and plazas,
along with a variety of interior spaces arranged on multiple levels.
The plan weaves together places for people to dwell,
creating a cityscape rich in circulation.

(02)

Feature :

Reconnecting Urban Landscapes and Weaving Public Openness
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Toranomon Alcea Tower
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Toranomon Alcea Tower
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Reorganizing the Urban Structure into an Integrated Hub
for Medical, Business, and Public Life
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A New Urban Node Where Greenery
and Circulation Intersect

Figure

Figure

LERER #HHoEEEEESLUER
Area Context Map: The District as a Node for Urban Reconnection
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Linking Multi-Layered Urban Functions

Located in the Toranomon 2-chome district,
the Toranomon Alcea Tower is part of a
redevelopment project that reorganized the
urban framework while preserving the functions
of a major advanced hospital in central Tokyo.
Nihon Sekkei has been involved since the initial
master planning phase in 2011, contributing
through the rebuilding of Toranomon hospital
and continuing until the completion of the Alcea
Tower. (as introduced in issue No.07, pp.11-14).
Situated midway between Toranomon and
Tameike-sanno stations, the site forms the
midpoint of the Akasaka-Toranomon Green
Corridor, which was envisioned from the start as
a key pedestrian link between the two stations.
With uninterrupted hospital operations as a
requirement, the redevelopment was carried
out in phases.

Leveraging the site's complex topography

TASTIMIILFA Y  EEVIVA M= EARFEFOMY A
Project Timeline: Key Milestones and NIHON SEKKEI's Initiatives

of S
14 /“zg

Wommnn
Hedg

where three slopes (Enokizaka,Shiomizaka, and
Reinanzaka) intersect, we strategically placed
plazas along each street. These plazas serve as
gateways to circulation routes that traverse both
indoor and outdoor spaces, dotted with places
for people to stay. This multi-layered circulation
not only overcomes urban fragmentation but
also enhances walkability throughout the area.
We also proposed an "Expandable ER" concept
that enables the hospital and adjacent office
tower to function integrally in emergencies. The
office tower rooftop is equipped with a disaster
heliport. In case of emergency, evacuees will be
directed to the South Plaza for triage. The entire
district, including the Ring Road No. 2 Plaza and
the lobby, will serve as a core disaster response
base for those unable to return home. The block
links with the neighboring Sumitomo Realty &
Development Tower via a thermal energy
exchange system, enhancing disaster resilience
and upgrading urban infrastructure. The lower
floors include facilities that support international
business activities.
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@ 2BEA 74 20—
Second-floor Office Lobby

BITEDHZOE—ZEBDEITHEZEME.
ZDOBROHNEBIITERRIZ DD BIRDE R
Deep lobby leading to a gathering space and
green route to the hospital.

@ 1TV Z2AE—

First-floor Entrance Lobby

F714RAE—ZDHHABIBREIRIF D2/,

A three-story atrium space

Figure
connected to the office lobby.

BHOHEHRICEETS BB L DL,

1-2B727 /xR

"Places to Stay" and "Connections" Layered at an Urban Node
Axonometric View from First to Second Floor

] S & S [

First-floor Entrance Hall

(02)

Toranomon Alcea Tower

@ 2BEBITETvF

Second-floor Pedestrian Deck

ROPIRERRICER L AFENICIZTRIRT 5 —2T1AIR
CBABILERRAE) & TR FE.

Connecting to Toranomon Hospital, and

will eventually connect to Akasaka Intercity AIR
(Tameike-Sanno Station direction).

page
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Creating a Serene Urban Lounge

2fEOe—
Second-floor Lobby

NERDIRE DIRDN) 12D 5,
BHOROENRTRALELTERET 2.
A quiet urban "margin" connecting with
surrounding greenery.

2BET 3R
Second-floor Terrace

HITET v FDS—B T,
RIZBENDED T IRZEM,
Tranquil terrace nestled in greenery,

one level below the pedestrian deck.

(/PR E~)

Layers of Terrain and Material —

The Quiet Structure of the City

Over the past decade, the Toranomon-
Akasaka area has undergone a remarkable
transformation, with a growing concentration
of diverse urban functions. But density alone
does not breathe life into a city. We believe
that what truly defines a mature city is the
presence of diverse, textured spaces dispersed
throughout the urban fabric, places where
people can choose where to be, depending on
their mood or sense of the moment. To realize
this, architecture must go beyond stand-alone
forms. Buildings must be embedded within
a continuous landscape, connecting points,
drawing lines, and eventually expanding into
broader urban layers. This requires an area
design perspective.

For over a quarter of a century, we have
worked on projects such as Toranomon Hills

Mori Tower, which served as a starting point
for a new urban infrastructure and pedestrian
network that integrated architecture and
civil engineering, and Akasaka Intercity AIR,
which created immersive green spaces and
established seamless connections to the
surrounding landscape. Through this project,
we explored how we could carry forward and
expand the continuity established by these
earlier developments.

We asked ourselves what kind of spatial
character should emerge at this intersection
of vibrant, high-density development and the
green continuity of the Akasaka-Toranomon
Green Corridor? We focused on the unique
characteristics of this site, its terrain shaped by
three intersecting slopes, producing a grade
change equivalent to one floor of a building, and
its historical setting once covered in waterside
vegetation along the outer moat. From these
insight, we envisioned the ground-level space

BIEYICET 28H LS.
An urban plaza facing Loop Road No. 2.

EBH(321HZ8 Refer top.21 for photo.

as a serene urban lounge.

We designed natural circulation routes that
connect both the first floor, which faces Loop
Road No. 2 and the second-floor pedestrian
deck along the Akasaka-Toranomon Green
Corridor. These connections form a vertical
spatial sequence that encourages gentle shifts
in movement and perspective. Within this
space, we quietly overlaid materials of varied
texture, lush vegetation, the earthen tones of
natural stone and terracotta, and the muted
reflections of metals and glass.

These layered elements, like rising strata
of earth, form the base of the architecture.
Reflective surfaces gently catch the shimmer
of light and the movement of air, bringing depth
and subtle dimensionality. From this interplay,
a quiet presence unique to this site emerges,
where city, history, and nature intersect. It
creates an open yet tranquil atmosphere that
warmly welcomes all who enter.
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Toranomon Alcea Tower

Design Direction
to Enhance Spatial Quality

From the detailed design stage of the
Toranomon Alcea Tower, we provided
integrated design direction across all
disciplines, architecture, structure, MEP,
landscape, and interior design.

This redevelopment project involves
multiple stakeholders, including the Urban
Renaissance Agency as the developer and
NIPPON STEEL KOWA REAL ESTATE and
Taisei Corporation as reserved floor area
right holders. In long-term projects involving
numerous parties, it is crucial not only to
align technical requirements, but also to
build consensus around a shared vision and
the quality of the spatial experience through
continuous dialogue. During the detailed
design and construction phases, constraints
related to schedule, cost, and buildability
inevitably arise. Even under such conditions,
we believe that faithfully realizing the design
intent, cultivated since the conceptual
design phase, requires engagement, guided
by a coherent design vision that consistently
informs every aspect of the project.

In addition to our role of project direction (as
introduced in issue No.02, pp.19-22), we unified
elements from the urban-scale composition
to the spatial proportions of interior and

TERETIH. TH-OXMEIHEWST
BHABICHEWNET, ZOHRTH, WEHE
BhofEs LTIy OBRRIZZEEL
TENBIEHCGEELAD®IZIE, BE
2B BRI ER S IEEARARS
ERNICBIFEZTVWET,

bl 7AYo bTaL oY a v (KR
F02519-22EICTEBMN) EWS & ENIZM
ZHHRT—LTOERL S, WA DZE
BORT—LE, ZMOBAEDE, XD
BRETZOLEODZEEEERELTRA
T LRI, ZNoERRTH—D
—DODTAT—LDEZFDOBELTHE
HArH, ZEOBEVERELBENICE
KLUELT,

TIF7DORRIZEINKTIT1ET1DERY)

IO LRI BEDRBEIZEEL SR,
ARDIBEVNESIEHL, IR TIT4E
TANFRCARELTRACIDDERT
T, WIEHEELICERDLB YT vF(E B
BORERIDEVEFEHKT 2 HHORA,
THBHERKFIC, KERFICITEECR)T7—
Di5E LTHREES 2L BG5S T,
BHCHRIRA > 5 —>T 1« AIRTIE. BRTVT7
REIAVIHELERE L WERDETZ
DIFPRLT 2B ENBIBENTLET, C
DESWEBHEH LTI ET, HDE
RICEAZE5Z., HOMENEBTTLCE
FIHIFEZITWET,

BTORAREOLERKZAETS

Connecting Urban Landscapes, Creating the Future

exterior spaces, the material combinations,
and the quality of light-integrating them into
a single, immersive "spatial experience." At
the same time, we engaged deeply with the
design details and construction techniques
needed to realize this vision, with a rigorous
focus on achieving a high level of spatial
refinement.

Layers of Activity Woven
into the Local Urban Landscape

These spaces form the foundation not just for
individual buildings, but for encouraging
human behavior and fostering new activities
that can take root and become part of the
daily scene. The plazas and decks, created in
collaboration with the local community, serve
as "urban margins" that support everyday use
and informal gatherings while also functioning
as multi-functional spaces for evacuation and
triage during emergencies.

At Akasaka Intercity AIR, community initiatives,
such as distributing pruned branches and
holding local markets, have already been
implemented in collaboration with Minato
City's area management system. We
believe that as these activities build on one
another and spread over time, they will
enrich the urban fabric and nurture long-term
urban value.

[B/F7Ne797—]

FEE - TOVIIIRIRIAV N
Client / Project Management:
#HEEERE Urban Renaissance Agency
EM® Major Use: BEFA. [E&HIH

Offices, Retail, and others
FifEdh Location: ERFRABHEX  Minato-ku, Tokyo
#T Completion: 2025%2H Feb. 2025
FEPREHE Total Floor Area:  180,611.15m
1E3E-BE#L Structure / Floors: S, SRC, RC / 38F, 2BF

SEHTRH ARG
R — SRS B
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Smart Buildings: What Exactly Are They?

AR—hEIILEIF?

BYHBELZEN, 2Bh ) &L 5—

Buildings that learn, connect, and evolve—

Smart buildings are the next generation of architecture, growing alongside people and the city.

AREHEEDBICHRT 5 RERDEYTY,

e s ™ A
Issﬁgg 0o N A . . o ; ) /’—2\ = NS Tt Major Milestones
oo SR ERIZEHEITREILDELL How Buildings Have Evolved in the Information Age - BRI HEEDEREE i e liereilen Aae
Year Q oo M
\ A / J
( Y ) \ )
’I 980 ATV RELDEE BB The Rise of Intelligent Buildings ! Mobie Phone bC Mobilty Robot
YR '
[ OALDEREN—FI T DEEREL 1 g,)L g %E [ Progress in Office Automation and Computing Hardware ] E
e = .
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® BT LN Fy MT— I TEEEN., PRERA IS 72 i o o R e ETLLLL
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What Makes a Building Smart
FERDEILTIE, BASYBEMSHREDEEIITLNBASN TV DD, ZThZT DKM I
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ERCEREN, 2HERANICERTBILRRANBY E L1 AY—FELIE, MAORHY  — el ErEE
H—EREDRCTELOS E VS HEEBEHATE Y, FRIOLHEEDEMPHE SRR 2 2
WIHTERBEL L >TVWET, Lo —REEXBLTRA-RA- ARBEDT—5%ITILIA L }/T,
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Many conventional buildings adopted systems like BAS and BEMS. However, these systems
often operated independently, limiting integrated management across the building. In contrast, e e e e e eeeaaaaa N
smart bu.\'ldings are builton a share.d platform knowh as a "Building OS enabling multiple systems E — . p— R —— E %g%
and services to work together. This structure provides greater flexibility for future upgrades and | =g ‘/ZTEL\E$ B BT cee ' ?}jgﬁ
functional enhancements. Through sensors and other technologies, data on air conditioning, E SATLE 77 ) YATL ! bf‘_ﬁ[
lighting, and human movement is collected and analyzed in real time. Based on this data, each '; o-- i ______ i _______ i ______ i ...... i. S R
system or application receives the necessary information, processes it into a usable format, and T il - Al - A A A N 5

' voE
provides services tailored to specific needs. What’s more, data can be shared and exchanged with It~ ' YLOS . %

N (]
other buildings. In this "cooperative domain*," buildings learn from one another, forming a i# N | gE
foundation for cities to evolve more flexibly and efficiently as a whole. Buildings are now evolving >|< -------- i --------- i --------- i ---------
into active participants in a broader "ecosystem," a collaborative framework in which people, cities, 4

. . = N V2 m
and nature are interconnected to continuously generate new value. Y- :i}: A | .
FELRTPEHREES R L AR TRELEZ AL T 51D BEICERE /T - EAT 8, oo ooof 4 =
*A shared domain in which buildings and urban systems exchange and gg EEE gg
utilize information to achieve system-wide optimization. oo ooo oo
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What Changes with Smart Buildings? What Expertise Is Needed for Smart Buildings?
F—yEFERLICREORBIICKY ., SORBZIRILF—HEOHIRLBETRE A= hEIEDTOERIL, BRI SIOTEEPEILOSHEE - ERF TEIKIChTY
IXRLF—DEANEL, H—RY=a—rILORRICEMLET, 512, £ £9, FHARMBED SIRNLEHS RIBRA /M ZT 5700, BEE-RME-ICTISEL.
Y—ORy b EREBIITLOEEICKY), BiF - ER BREBLEDER EHDSBAEZHEMNICKZIMSI(RRY—SZATLA VYT I L—5—) EWSBEEN
EHEELAFAREANONIGICHEFESLET, MAT BHRTOATRLPER BERY)ET, MSIZBREOSEIELELZIBEL, BRBELIRTLEEZERLE
BEHlE, BADTECEFICEbE Y —ERORHBICL) ., ZHRAFBED=— T ERIZE— AR TRBETI0EE L EPFOBEFIRLREIZ DB LA S
ZIZIG A RBRfERWell-beingz @ £9, Skld. BBEEY T3 E%EA B2 KRDONTVET, Ffcbld, MAFEORREZHERL, BREREDLS
Ry hEDEHEE W STo, ELEEFHEDRCHEBELLTHHFINTULES, MSIELTEDY, BA2EFIEEALHERIISHOTIKREZE->TOET,
With data-driven system optimization, smart buildings contribute to a Creating a smart building involves a wide range of processes, from concept planning to
carbon-neutral society by reducing energy consumption and promoting the the development and operation of loT platforms and Building OS systems. To make
adoption of renewable energy. By integrating sensors, robots, and remote informed decisions from the early stages with future updates in mind, a key element is
management systems, operations such as cleaning, security, and facility the Master System Integrator (MSI), a professional who bridges architecture, building
management can be streamlined, helping address labor shortages. Smart systems, and ICT, providing integrated support from planning to operation. MSls
buildings also enhance both user experience and well-being by customizing identify and coordinate the diverse needs of stakeholders, and ensure optimal system
services based on real-time data, including crowd levels, environmental integration. Since the scope is too extensive for a single person to manage alone,
conditions, and individual preferences. Looking ahead, they are also expected to successful delivery requires cross-disciplinary teams of specialists working in
function as hubs that connect urban life with technologies like autonomous collaboration. We take on the role of MSI from the conceptual stage, bringing an urban
mobility and delivery robots. planning perspective, and ensuring a smooth handoff to specialized teams.
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Creating Smart Spaces with Data E Evolving Workspaces Through Data Use [ Headquarters of Nihon Sekkei think ++ nexus ]
RE, EISEASNTLSDRNRELTHCIRILY —(ERER ' BREICEEEEAETRVBARE LT AIRMICEYVEREDRLD, "BASHETV LIS
EDF =5 TTH EBRICIIZKDOBRA/BFINADSH+5 3. RS ILIC T 7 AR LR, ZRIRE—%2H20%HH. BHICZHEZERS
IZEDBTUWRWT =R ELHY &, I SIEREROT— - JRED—N—DOBREEEEF TCEBLTIRTAT7—H—&Y16%@mWMER TLI, 5
FHREPERICIIANSZET, TRLF—REREERIS ' LIcBWBERZTVWEON, o777y — b CRB 2B ERE EELREDE
T, ABEOTEPREMEICER R LIZE D WIC D% : B7—9 ABREOEREDCTHER. REOBRERRELE, ZHRAT—5 T, Zhbon
9, EOILRBEOABT— 2 EISERPEAEHE LTI - F—yEEEL, O RIREBRIRLTOCIED, B EEE- TRLF—HREFD,
ET VILRRDELEICBEF S L, BYIIEDN 23 ILfiE% MR ER 2 XA EBEER>TVET,
BHTVEEY, —A T BABRCRBET - DRELER- . ) ) ) )
SIS E R F 1) 71 e R KT ' As part of an effort to introduce enwronmental.vanetsf, AI. technology was used to randt?mly assign
| "cooler" and "warmer" zones throughout the office, adjusting temperatures by area and time of day.
Currently, the most commonly used data includes access logs E This approach resulted in approximately a 20% reduction in HVAC energy consumption.
and energy consumption. However, much of the available | Satisfaction among nomadic workers who could freely choose their workspace was found to be
information remains underutilized. By incorporating even ' 16% higher than among those with fixed desks. These improvements were enabled by a diverse
untapped data into design and operations, buildings can go . set of data sources, ranging from environmental conditions (e.g., temperature, humidity, and
beyond energy and facility management to create spaces that ' location) gathered via sensors and surveys, to user traits, behavioral history, and equipment usage
also prioritize user behavior and comfort. Furthermore, . data. Integrating and continuously analyzing this diverse data is key to enhancing comfort,
continuous improvements based on real usage data not only E productivity, and energy efficiency, forming a strong foundation for sustainable value creation.
enhance wellness, but also increase a building's value over time. .
At the same time, designing secure systems for managing and E BERHEGA TR CERTEF—S
sharing personal and operational data is also essential. E
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Evolving Existing Building Stock Shaping the Future as Urban Nodes
BRRFESORRICAIT T, BEFERYDIAY—MLIERAIRTY, £EH AR—FELEBETRETIFETIRAL BieiRe 2BA2 50
FERFELTH, BTERICEST, BEREELNLANSIOTPAILEBAT J—REEHR) L LTOBREEEVET, BEELY TRy bEDEHE,
LT OERADRBAHNTRELAGY) 9 RIBOARLPHEN-LZEIR, KEROBREF. AV—r7 Uy REDERAEZBLT BYIEEHH>7
IR NP K BRDOBRAEREEE VSRS 2l EL EHH FO—EELTOREZE>TLEE G, APE/ BHRA S —LLRIZITERD
TIENTEET, FLEYOEELZBELCOFHEOE RN L, BIFX ZhhoDRRICEVWT, BYAMEOBRP I ATLLBAL, HIDELIZL
hy ORBREMNICT YT T—hLTWK I EIE, FHATREREE DN DRoHIZD BRDTHEIG LTI 2 RREABDONTWE T, LA LEELIXv— e
NHSOEYMIIKRHSNZTTA—F T, LB EBORKEHICVETS,
To achieve a decarbonized society, smart upgrades to existing buildings are Smart buildings are no longer stand-alone entities, they are expected to
essential. Even older buildings can be optimized through loT and Al serve as "urban nodes," connecting with the surrounding city and community.
technologies without the need for full reconstruction, by making use of their Through integration with autonomous mobility systems, robots, disaster
existing structural frameworks. This enables them to achieve performance information networks, and smart grids, buildings are evolving into critical
comparable to new constructions through energy savings via equipment components of urban infrastructure.In this new era of seamless interaction
monitoring and control, contactless functionality, and real-time emergency among people, goods, and information, buildings must act as flexible and
communication. Updating existing building stock is becoming a vital collaborative systems that can adapt to evolving social needs. By working in
approach to sustainable urban development, especially from the standpoint sync with the broader urban ecosystem, smart buildings will help shape the
of whole-life carbon. cities of tomorrow.
. N J
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Meets NIHON SEKKEI Walking Tour from Ohori Park to Tenjin, Fukuoka

'l KELE~X#HE5H5

BRLRRHIRETHEESC

Exploring a City Where History and the Future Intersect

1. IBMA BRE Guikit RESE )

2. TR A (5 kry—7 B AR E)
3. HH RE @hatme)

1. Yasuyuki Shimada

2. Sigi Xing

3. Nana Yoshida

KEEYINRELARI T4y REWo T

AEENLZECELOBRELHET 2BERICKVBROHEIERBIIELLTULET,
SEIFAINTEHHETEICBEh>TWAHRIL FRE (EHatER) - AR KE (RE#EESR) EEZRALLT
AHSE-6FBEOHAR N HEIGNBRADEESEE LT,

KERAR - BEBHEIN S KEAAN SR TSI RROEHSY) OEFEHNEIED SHAREIESE A
HHICBIPELDEREDLEEIIFTIXLERLDESEERYE LTS

Fukuoka is undergoing rapid transformation through policies which promote redevelopment

E0EbHHE(E, 192946 1< BIE L1405
A HokBABETHEAEAEL, ZOBID
RENDRS—FLET TEAAS T4 RIT
Janmee, BARGEBS (NHOBEMER S, KX
BABRNSEENIBICESLY— 7T VAR, ABICHLT
DREAHRY, HIHE BN EIZRIC L, BARERE
BEOBMEGVARE, BHORG THLRFICLTLERE
BARBEENTIBEEHBLE L=, (BE)
SIFBR. BEOBRBO I £RATRIEA

PMTWE LT, "TRBTY 7 ISIEST R R OBTEY /%% -
THY, TEERRAVIIBRARLIEC—H. AIRH L
SUNSWETEIN 2o o T T IEB TEAD D R UNSTRSE
SHRLUSIHEOHLARNTE->TUVET, (BR) "B
REBTEELENLREEO LICHLLWEBATETL
BEHOBROBHIEAEL>THREDENTETNSS
LEPHTRELET., (B)

TZeEICL PR LV ESHIRDI, Bl > (£
PMHETONTVIDNBREDOEDORHETT, TDI®H,

through floor-area ratio incentives, such as "Tenjin Big Bang" and "Hakata Connected." oHEDES, BICEABEFOLELIRRAOERE S RIBNOEBBESRAHEBO LS ISEDONTL BB
On this walk, three Nihon Sekkei staffs in their fifth and sixth years

at the firm were guided by Munekiyo Nakayama (City & Regional Planning Div.) and Kyoji Hyakutake T —
(Project Planning & Development Dept.) who are involved in urban planning in Kyushu. R r 3

They started from Ohori Park and the Fukuoka Castle area, where the Edo-period town layout still remains, e

ZEm S HERI’ T
BHNENTL2H0D0

WRELRD ERYOBESH
2HHITEVTT

and walked toward Tenjin, an area undergoing active redevelopment.
The tour allowed them to experience the city’s historical layers and the dynamism of its ongoing urban evolution.

AREOHIZIE
BRPR/OPERLTWLT,
FUDBELTD

BEELE->TLE LK

FEA ST BT 308K (20174)

The Nishi-Nippon City Bank Kokoro-kan
THERR, BER. AERZENREALIEGER.

A8 REMNIZH B

HEZ(ELN, ZTNHH TBEORBIZLDAN>THE
Fou (FRIL) "AAEBICEEF o7 HAIEN IS EN,
AEEEPEOT, BRERPHE TRELLEBASSE
DINT Ny G AR=ZADENEIZDBA>TWEDTY
1o (IBH) "BEOEIZERINIEVIZHEDST,
FKEBEEI ARV ERCET, JIZAD>THED
Nr=#H%E2<B TYN—70>k NEXTy ELWSEWEAS
RIEETH Ty (HH) boL)lE AL DB 74
e BERONIEEO EIZ, INHSHEADHLL
ASFEINTOEET,

RKEEY TNYD
BISA TR T,

IEROBTAL
ZHoNET

#92,000MDE FEREE—RICFKT2ET
IR R ETE>TN D,

A multi-purpose facility that integrates a training center,
dormitory, and gymnasium.

Its 2,000m rooftop garden is open to the public,

serving as a community hub for the surrounding area.

EROFREWLTULET

KEFRE DFHAMP,
RERREH 5D
BYDORAAREI
EE LA S
FNTHTLEETL

BABEHS (NHKERBER (19924)

NHK Fukuoka Broadcasting Station his walking tour started from Ohori Park, a

WENHK TR S o7 BB . B R4 AL 400,000m waterscape park that opened in

1DBIEBEBRART = EUT RIS TEICBGO ZENRREINTL S,
NHK’s first-ever "open broadcasting station."
The site is divided into four zones,

one of which serves as a public plaza and outdoor stage.
Its exterior was designed to reflect openness to the city.

Walking MAP

19t DU DETE ) P L MEDE A Bty 7, ERREOBRIBERIZLY.
IR EMIERRA L)  HOBAOH - BE LIEDMEhTUT, '"The Nishi-Nippon City Bank Kokoro-kan and NHK
BEROAEE LTHRASNTOEZKRARIL, Fukuoka Broadcasting Station demonstrate how the

1927 F RSN - HESEBERL ISR T E M TONEE. spatial sequence leads from the park into the
buildings, and how the buildings are oriented toward

1929, and proceeded to explore notable
architecture in the surrounding areas.

A map overlaying the 19th-century town layout and topography
onto the modern cityscape. In the Edo period, Fukuoka developed into a samurai district
following the construction of Fukuoka Castle by Nagamasa Kuroda,
which separated it from Hakata, the merchant town to the east.
Ohori Park, originally the castle’s outer moat,
was later redeveloped into a public park for the 1927 Toa Kangyo Expo.

the landscape. Through these buildings, | learned how
design principles we value in our daily work, such as

page
27 28

openness to the community and engagement with
nature, are thoughtfully embodied." (Shimada)

In the Edo period, Fukuoka was historically divided by
the Naka River into two distinct areas: the merchant
town of Hakata to the east, and the samurai district of
Fukuoka to the west, centered around the castle.

'In the Daimyo area, traces of the Edo-period street
grid remain. While redevelopment has progressed
along the main streets, areas with smaller plots, once
lined with traditional merchant houses, have seen little
reconstruction and retain their charm with rows of
small shops." (Hyakutake) "Over time, cities evolve by
layering different historical eras. This tour reminded
me that the city we see today is shaped by the
accumulation of those layers." (Xing)

"Fukuoka’s strict height restrictions under aviation law

@ KBESRREYF— (20214)
Tenjin Business Center

TRBEY TN, E15,

H_EREDRIGE M T B EESEEBIRICLY

I ANDRNEEAH LT,

The first project of “Tenjin Big Bang,"
it generated new pedestrian flows
by connecting the ground-level plaza

with underground walkways through vertical circulation.

@ RET) 7 ORI

Streetscape in the Daimyo Area

DO TERAE RS> TN NSWETENY &
BDERRICT T BRI EIEETHD

"THER DEBIEH K Do

The area retains its narrow,

subdivided plots once lined with traditional townhouses,

as well as hook-shaped streets,
originally designed for defense during the Edo period.

have resulted in buildings occupying entire sites. As a
result, many privately owned passageways are used
as public spaces. This has also contributed to the
development of the city’s extensive underground
walkway network." (Nakayama) "As it is difficult to
create large open spaces outdoors, Fukuoka has
instead fostered rich and distinctive public spaces
inside buildings, such as atriums, pilotis,
passageways, and underground walkways." (Shimada)
"Though Fukuoka is close to the sea and rivers, | feel it
still lacks sufficient waterfront spaces. The ‘Riverfront
NEXT’ initiative aims to change this by reconnecting
the city with its rivers." (Yoshida)

Fukuoka’s new landscape will continue to take shape,
layered upon its rich history, guided by a vision of a city
more deeply connected to its rivers.
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Design Seminar
by William D. Chilton

5A7HR."RRIYRIIVNEM P BET — I A I DIYRY—F A+ —Th
2FIL b K (PICKARD CHILTON 7Y r L) Ic& Bt NE S BESnEL
T2 TBEDTHAVIEDLIBBEETOCITEEINIDD 1 E V12T —IC
SL. TREL (SBIRMEEEE, AEZIRA, WELRME LI BN TY 1>
HEEND EEBYE LI, BRRIIEFHENISOBMICLTEIIIGL TV
T FMITELBEEGRREAYE LT,

On May 7, a design seminar was held by Mr. William D. Chilton, Principal
of PICKARD CHILTON and master designer of projects such as "TOKYO
MIDTOWN YAESU" and "Takanawa Gateway." Addressing the theme "What
kind of thinking and process gives birth to architectural design?", Mr. Chilton
shared his view that "Architecture is about building relationships, capturing

the essence, and achieving excellence when design is fused with function."

After the lecture, he kindly responded to numerous questions from young
staffs, making it a valuable and insightful learning opportunity.

( NIHON SEKKEI Office Report )
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Explaining Architectural Features and Appeal
on the TOKYO ARCHITECTURE FESTIVAL Tour
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The TOKYO ARCHITECTURE FESTIVAL, an event to enjoy architecture
and reflect on the future of cities, was held again this May. Nihon Sekkei
participated by organizing a guided architectural tour led by its staff at "Minato
City Local History Museum Yukashi-no-Mori," which the firm renovated. At "The

National Art Center, Tokyo," a special public opening of select areas was held,

including a "Let’ s Chat with the Architecture Doctor" tour for elementary school
children and their parents. Our staffs provided easy-to-understand explanations
of architectural features and innovations. The event showcased a wide range

of architectural approaches in design, preservation, and adaptive reuse.
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Headquarters of Nihon Sekkei Achieves WELL Certification Gold
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Biophilic Area

at the headquarters of Nihon Sekkei
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In April 2025, the headquarters of Nihon Sekkei achieved WELL Certified™ Gold

under the international WELL Building Standard™ v2. The office earned a total score of 73 points,

receiving high marks in categories such as "Light," "Movement," and "Mind."

The design was praised for its open layout that maximizes natural light, comfortable environmental settings,

and health support initiatives. The project was led by an in-house WELL Accredited Professional (WELL AP),

and additional points were awarded tin the “Innovation" category through coordination with the existing LEED Gold
certification. Moving forward, the headquarters will continue to serve as a practical model

for promoting healthier and more sustainable architecture and environments.
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Institute of Electrical Installation Engineers Award
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Japan Prestressed Concrete Institute Award
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Japanese Society of Steel Construction Award
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Ghibli Park
Valley of Witches

Studio Ghibli
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Japan Architecture Award — Architecture Awards for Everyone —
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Carbon Neutral Award
(Achieving a Centralized Air
Conditioning-Based ZEB Model and
Wellness-Oriented Office)
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Hekinan City Tatsukichi Fujii Museum

of Contemporary Art

(Expansion and Renovation)
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Aichi Association of Architectural Firms
Architecture Award
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Hommachi Garden City Terrace
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'Osaka Machinami Awards"

(Osaka Cityscape Architecture Award)
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TOKYO MIDTOWN
YAESU
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ULI Asia Pacific Awards for Excellence
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Chugai Life Science
Park Yokohama
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Institute of Electrical Installation Engineers Award
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Kakamigahara City Hall
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Environmental and Equipment
Design Award
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Keio University Center
for Preventive Medicine

+iF DESIGN AWARD 2025
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Yanagawa Citizens’ Cultural Center
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Public Building Award

Regional Excellence Award
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Utilization of Distributed Power Supply
by Power Transmission

and Distribution Business
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Institute of Electrical Installation
Engineers Award
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More Information
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YouTube B
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Various information is shown in our corporate website.

Welcome to check YouTube Channel of Nihon Sekkei and official Instagram account.
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NIHON SEKKEI SHANGHAI Co., Ltd.
NIHON SEKKEI VIETNAM, INC.

PT Wiratman (Business Partner in Jakarta)

Head Offices

Branch Offices
Affiliated Companies

Contact Information in Jakarta

NIHON SEKKEI

NIHON SEKKEI INC.

www.nihonsekkei.co.jp

Toranomon Hills Mori Tower 34th floor

1-23-1, Toranomon, Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-6334, Japan
TEL:81-50-3139-6969

Sapporo Branch / Chubu Branch / Kansai Branch / Kyushu Branch
Tohoku Office / Yokohama Office

NIHON SEKKEI SHANGHAI Co., Ltd.

NIHON SEKKEI VIETNAM, INC.

PT Wiratman





